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Welcome to Easter!
This unit is different from anything we have done before. Think of it as less of a unit and more of
a family devotional (as the entire focus is on the Bible and the gospel story).
You likely noticed that I chose to call this unit Easter, a term which is not Christian and
actually has pagan roots. I did this very intentionally for two reasons which I would like to
outline here:
1. Everything is redeemable through God. God can take any day, any word, any
experience and redeem it for His glory and purposes.
2. This is the common and cultural term for this season and I want our children to identify
this season with the Gospel rather than the world’s view.
You also might be dying to know if I get into the world’s interpretation of Easter and I want to address that now
before we begin: no. The first lesson, I tie in some symbolism of Easter, but I leave traditional activities alone for
you to make your own decisions as a family.
SO WE KNOW WHAT THE UNIT IS NOT ABOUT, WHAT THEN IS THE FOCUS?
This unit is entirely the salvation message. It is the Bible as one story, from the Garden of Eden to the Garden
of Gethsemane. It shows how the story of the Israelites freedom from slavery (the first passover) foreshadowed
our freedom from the consequence of sin. How lamb’s blood on their door post covered them so death would
pass over, the same way Christ’s blood covers us. Yes, we talk about the crucifixion, but we also talk about
the resurrection and the what now of a relationship with the Holy Spirit that Jesus sent. It is a story of hope,
redemption, friendship, and unfathomable love.
The back of this book has some optional activities: a seder lesson with recipes, supply lists, and a script (seder is
the passover remembrance) that you can choose to do any day (on a weekend or at the end of the unit, or even
the day you learn about passover). It also has an optional page about salvation, which even if you feel everyone
has a good grasp on, I recommend reading to give an illustration of how it can be summed up or explained to
someone else. We also included the Nicene creed, which would go great with the lesson on the history of Easter
and learning about the council of Nicaea. Feel free to use this resources or not depending on your family and your
time as well as what you feel God is leading you to do. I included an optional book list as well, it is not worked into
the lesson at all and not required, just something in case you want to add a bit more to the unit.

It is my prayer that God uses this unit to touch your family’s heart and give you a fresh revelation of His love.
May God use this unit for His glory, and may the seeds that are planted in the minds and hearts of our children
grow deep roots in good soil. Father, prepare our hearts for what you have for us this month and help us to see
this season in a whole new light!
Love,

FACEBOOK PAGE: www.facebook.com/gatherroundhomeschool
FACEBOOK GROUP: www.facebook.com/groups/gatherroundhomeschool
INSTAGRAM: www.instagram.com/gatherroundhomeschool
DOWNLOAD OUR APP: https://homeschool.disciplemedia.com

Why Rebecca refers to Holy Spirit without the article, the.
When reading units that I (Rebecca) have written, you may see Holy Spirit referred to
without the traditional, the, that most people precede it with. This is not a mistake, it
is intentional. I choose to do this as I view Holy Spirit as a person of the godhead, not
a thing. I understand it is not common, and that it might feel strange, so of course
add “the” before if it feels more natural for your family.
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book + resource list

These books are not required for this unit. They are just given as suggestions for further, age-appropriate and leveled reading. Use this list
or find books to assign your kids on your own shelf at home!

how to use this list:
Pre-Reader: Picture Books
Early Reader: Books You Can Read Together
Early Elementary: Books for Grades 2–4
Upper Elementary: Books for Grades 4–6
Middle School: Books for Grades 7–8
High School: Books for Grades 9–12

That’s my Colt by Dandi Daley Mackall 		
The Week that Led to Easter by Joanne Larrison
God Gave us Easter by Lisa Tawn Bergren		
The Tale of Three Trees by Angela Elwell Hunt
Benjamin’s Box by Melody Carlson			
A Sparrow Alone by Alicia Peterson			
Fountain of Life by Rebecca Martin			
Amon’s Adventure by Arnold Ytreeide		

Read aloud

The Roman, The Twelve and the King 		
by Jenny L. Cote		

Read aloud

The Donkey Who Carried a King 			
by R.C. Sproule

Read aloud

The Case for Easter by Lee Strobel 			
Mary Magdalene by Diana Taylor 			

Adult

Martha by Diana Taylor				

Adult

Six Hours One Friday by Max Lucado 		

or Adult

Unafraid by Francine Rivers				

or Adult

The Scribe by Francine Rivers 				

or Adult

Supply list
Lesson 1:
Carton of eggs
Paper clip, pin, or bobby pin
Acrylic paint, crayons, or watercolor/markers

Lesson 4:
Carton of eggs
Paper clip, pin, or bobby pin
Bowl and a frying pan to make lunch
Supplies to make your own instrument for younger kids
(You can easily use household items, or you can buy paper plates, rice, and
ribbons to make and decorate a homemade tambourine. You could also make
your own kazoo with a toilet paper roll and some wax paper.)

Lesson 5:
Grape juice
Crackers, bread, etc. for communion
A bowl for washing feet
Soap
A towel to dry feet afterward

Lesson 8:
6 small twigs
Soil
Grass or grass seed (If you want to grow your own grass, I recommend chia
seeds or another fast growing grass; you could buy some wheat grass.)

A large, shallow bowl for your garden
A small, clay pot for your tomb
A large rock for your tombstone
String or twine
Optional: a small piece of folded cloth for inside the tomb
Optional: river pebbles (you
can find these at a dollar
store)

Lesson 9:
1 10 oz. can of refrigerated crescent rolls
¼ C. melted butter
8 large marshmallows
2 Tbsp. cinnamon
2 Tbsp. white sugar

Lesson 11 (seder):
Lamb shank (or a bone)
An egg
Grape Juice (enough for 4 small glasses each)
Kosher salt
Apples
Cinnamon
Walnuts (or pecans)
Honey
Parsley (or celery)
Flour
Olive oil
Horseradish root (read more in the seder description near
the back)
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Psalm 19:1
Luke 3:23
John 21:25
Matthew 4:1–11
Ephesians 6:17
John 3:16
Romans 6:23
John 1:29
Luke 19:28–40
Mark 11:3
Zecharia 9:9
Colossians 3:17
Mark 14:3–9
John 12:1-8
Mark 14:3–9
1 Corinthians 5:7
Matthew 26:17–29
John 13
Luke 22:17–20
John 6:32-35
Matthew 4:3–4
Psalm 23:4
Mark 14:32–42
Luke 22:47–53
Ephesians 6:12
Matthew 26:39b
James 1:2-4
Romans 1:3–5
Matthew 27
Mark 15
Luke 23
John 18
Matthew 6:14–15
Ephesians 4:26–27
Romans 16:13

History
•
•
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•
•

325 AD
Nicaean council
Constantine I
The Last Supper
Prefect

Biblical Concepts
•
•

Fasting
Jesus's temptation in the
wilderness
Consequences of sin
Adam and Eve's fall
Abraham’s obedience
Joseph in Egypt
Israel’s deliverance from
Egypt
The First Passover
Jesus as the Lamb of God
Choosing Jesus or sin
The Triumphal Entry
Prince of Peace
Worship
Anointing
Atonement
Communion
Service to others
The Lord’s Prayer
Trials
Jesus’s trial
Pilate
Barrabas
Jesus's crucifixion
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unforgiveness
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Simon of Cyrene
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The torn curtain in the
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Traditions
Calendar work
Palm Sunday
Maundy Thursday
Good Friday
Holy Saturday
Easter Sunday
Alpha
Omega
Easter eggs
Lambs
The Trinity
Debate over exact date of
Easter
Spring equinox
Pascha
The Gospels
Lent
Ash Wednesday
Seder
Matzah
Palm Sunday
Hebrew words
Hosanna
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Recitation
M AT T H E W 2 8 : 1 – 1 0
Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week,
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And
behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord
descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone and
sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white
as snow. 4 And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead
men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know
that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has risen,
as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell
his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going
before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.” 8 So they
departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples.
9

And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up and took hold

of his feet and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell
my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.”

1
What is Easter?

Note to the teacher

Pre-Reader–Early Elementary
students have a coloring page
in their student books for each
lesson to help them focus
and listen. Each page has a
hidden cross to help them to
remember to look for hidden
meanings. Encourage your
students to find this while they
are coloring to help reinforce
this concept.
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Jesus, help us to have fresh
revelation this Easter season. Give
us eyes to see and ears to hear. May
we see Easter in a new light, and
may you draw us closer to you as
we remember your story.

What is Easter and why do you think we celebrate it? Candy and chocolate?
Hunting for Easter eggs or receiving Easter baskets? While these things can be fun,
the heart behind this holiday goes much deeper. The first Easter celebrations were
thought to be special days to commemorate the arrival of spring, some even say
it was based on myths. In fact, some people believe that because the concept of
an Easter celebration did not come from the Bible, that it should not be celebrated
at all. However, in this unit we are going to learn about the amazing connections
between Easter and the story of Jesus, which does come from the Bible! We will
learn how it became something celebrated by the Church and what it truly means.
As we prepare for Easter this year, you are going to look at it a whole new way! Like
all good things, our traditions can be redeemed by God to have deeper purpose
and meaning. He can take any symbol, any holiday, any tradition, and make it new,
because all of creation declares His glory (Psalm 19:1).

What are your favorite things about Easter? What are your favorite family
traditions? What is your favorite Easter memory? Discuss this holiday and what
it means to your family.

17
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Easter Symbolism
Symbolism is a picture that represents something more (an idea, thought, or
something else). While many of the things people do today are not connected
to the Bible story of Jesus, there are elements about the holiday that we can
choose to find and see deeper meaning. Have you ever found or seen a
broken eggshell with nothing in it? A broken, empty shell means that
the life that was growing in that egg hatched and came out. In the
same way, Easter eggs can remind us of Jesus’s resurrection and the
empty tomb. White Easter lilies that are sold around this holiday can
remind us of Jesus’s purity. Cute, fluffy white lambs can remind us that
Jesus was the sacrificial lamb. The cross reminds us that Jesus died
for our sins. So many things about this holiday can help us draw our
attention to
what it’s really
about. Can you
ACTIVITY BREAK
think of other
Because many of today’s Easter traditions are not actually
connections and
Christian, some people choose not to participate in them. What
how they could
does your family celebrate and do around Easter? How can you be
point to Jesus?
understanding to people who choose differently than you?

Where did Easter come from?
A few hundred years after Jesus died (in about 325 AD), many Christian leaders
from different churches gathered in a town called Nicaea. This special
debate was called by the emperor Constantine
I because the church
needed to agree and
decide on some big
things once and for all. It
was at this very first debate
that they agreed on some of
the doctrine that sets apart
Christianity today: the Trinity,
Jesus being fully God and fully man,
and even the Easter holiday! This was the
gathering of the Council of Nicaea, the
world’s first ecumenical council.

Teacher’s Guide LESSON 1

18

WHAT IS EASTER?

Have you ever noticed
that Easter doesn’t
come on the same day
each year (like Christmas
on December 25th)? That
is because, rather than being
based on a specific day, it shows up on your calendar
following certain events. Actually, the exact date of Easter
was (and still is) highly debated. In the early years, people disagreed on the
time of year of the crucifixion, these were called the Paschal controversies. The
Council of Nicaea decided that Easter would be celebrated on the first Sunday
following the first full moon after the spring equinox (which is around March
21st but can change). This is why Easter is sometimes in March and other years
is near the end of April. To this day, many people have tried to set an official
Easter date that does not move to make things easier, but so far the decision
that was made nearly 2,000 years ago is unchanged.
When you think about it, Easter isn’t just a day. It is a whole season of recognizing
who Jesus was and is, and what He did. Easter is the prophecies fulfilled, the climax
of the story, the resolution to humanity’s great problem: sin. God’s story is not over
yet, and, as someone with no beginning and no end, it will never be over. But, with
the life and death and resurrection of Jesus, we get to walk on the resolution side of
our story. We get to walk in the joy of our salvation, seeing that there is nothing that
can separate us from the love of God. If you have never seen Easter through this
lens, you are in for an incredible journey! It is my heart that you walk away from this
season with a fresh revelation of God’s love for you, and the plan He put into action
to make a way for you to walk in relationship with Him. This is the Easter story. A
dramatic adventure story where you walk out victorious because of the one who
rescues you.

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that Easter has another name?
In Latin and Greek it is called "Pascha."
This is where the name "Paschal
controversies" came from!

Teacher’s Guide LESSON 1
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Student
notebooks

It’s time to turn to our
student notebooks
and work on the
pages there.

WHAT IS EASTER?

Note to the teacher

The following pages have answer keys and scripted teaching. It is
listed so that families can just read and teach a page in the student
notebooks all together to all ages and not have to bounce around
from one book to the next. It is also intended to give a taste of the natural
flow of teaching that can happen around these pages. In order to do this
page all together, all you have to do is read the script.
(The bold is for you to read, the notes in blue italics are
for you and include answers or instructions.)

Today we
are going to
E a s t er E g g s decorate our
own Easter
eggs. How can
Easter eggs
help us think
about the story
of Jesus? (because they represent new
life, or the empty tomb, etc.) We are
going to start with these so that
we can put them out to remind
us of this deeper meaning every
day leading up to Easter! While
some people boil their eggs before
they paint them, this can make
for some smelly eggs if you leave
them out too long! Because we
want these to last longer, we are
going to blow out our egg white
and yolk so that we have an
empty shell inside (just like Jesus’s
empty tomb).

page 1

Step 1: Wash the eggs in soapy water.
Step 2: Use a pin or needle to poke holes in both ends of the egg. Wiggle
the pin on one end to make the hole larger than the other.
Step 3: Cover the holes and shake the egg so that the yolk breaks up.
Step 4: Place the egg over a bowl and blow in the larger hole.
Step 5: Rinse your egg carefully and let it dry before painting.
Step 6: You can use the egg white and yolk (what you blew out) to make
scrambled eggs for a snack!

Step 7: Paint them! You can make your own natural dyes with beet juice;
you can use acrylic paint, permanent markers, or anything else that
inspires you! Use the pictures on your student pages if you need some
ideas. As you paint, listen to some worship music and think about
how you can display your eggs in your home. (Display ideas include:
are moss on a windowsill or mantle with your eggs nestled in, as a
centerpiece on your table, etc.)
Tips for younger students: Blown out eggs are more fragile, but you have a few options. Option 1 is to use a goose egg, which
is thicker. Option 2 is to just use regular hard boiled ones, but store them in the fridge until closer to Easter. Option 3 is to
blow them out and modge podge the outside of the shell to make them sturdier.If you choose Option 3, keep in mind that
watercolors or dipping won't work to decorate them. You will need to use permanent markers, crayons, or even acrylic paint—
all of these options will "stick." Option 4 is to use wooden eggs, which you can find at most craft or dollar stores.
Teacher’s Guide LESSON 1
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page 2
Ho l y W e e k

In today’s lesson, we learned about some of the special days leading up to Easter, and
why Easter is when it is. Do you see the calendars on your page? We are going to fill
them out to help us figure out when Easter is. One of your calendars if for March and
the other is for April. If Easter is in March this year, you'll only need one. However, most
often we need both calendars to figure out Easter's date. (Pause and help students fill out
their calendars. Look at when March or April start, fill out all the numbers, write the names of the
months on the top of the calendars, etc.)

To figure out when Easter is, we have to first mark down the spring (or vernal) equinox, this is
usually around March 21. It is the day when day and night are equal lengths, marking the start of
spring. Look up when the spring equinox is this year and mark that date on your calendar.
Next, we have to find out when the first full moon after the spring equinox occurs. To do this,
look up the schedules for the full moon and mark that day on your calendar by drawing a full
moon on your calendar square.
The first Sunday after that full moon is Easter! Mark that day on your calendar.
Now that we have Easter marked, we can figure out some of the days of Holy Week and what they mean.
Holy Week is the week leading up to Easter.
Sunday before Easter: Palm Sunday (This is the day that Jesus rode on a donkey into Jerusalem
and the people waved palm branches to celebrate.)
Thursday before Easter: Maundy Thursday (This is a day to remember the Last Supper and how
Jesus washed the disciples’ feet.)

Friday before Easter: Good Friday (This is a day to remember how Jesus died on the cross.)

Saturday before Easter: Holy Saturday (Easter Vigil is the day when Lent ends, and we
remember that Jesus went down to set the captives free and conquer death.)

Sunday of Easter: Easter Sunday (This is the day we celebrate Jesus’s resurrection.)
Teacher’s Guide LESSON 1
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2
Lent

Father, thank you that you sent your
Son. Thank you for giving us an
example of how we should live and
work out our faith in the life of Jesus.
As we learn more about the way that
Jesus lived, we invite you to speak
to our hearts and lead us to all that
you have for us. Help us to listen to
your still, small voice and spend time
abiding in your presence today.

Have you ever read all of the Gospels? Do you know what they are? The Gospels are the accounts of Jesus’s life.
They start with His birth (the Christmas story), a few tiny glimpses of what happened in His childhood, and then
they talk about His ministry, teachings, miraculous signs and wonders, death, and resurrection. The truth is, we don’t
know very much about Jesus’s life. We only know about a few years that are written in the Gospels. The rest of the
story—His childhood, His teenage years, even His twenties—are all a mystery to us. Luke 3:23 tells us that Jesus was
about 30 years old by the time He entered into ministry. That is 30 years of His life that are basically unaccounted
for! Yet even with most of His life being undocumented, John tells us that the Gospels contain just a few of the stories
of what Jesus did. In fact, John 21:25 tells us that there are so many things that Jesus did that no book could hold
them all! Can you imagine that many miracles and wonders in just a few short years?
After Jesus was baptized, the Holy Spirit lead Him into the wilderness to be tested. During this time, the Bible tells
us that Jesus fasted and was hungry. Have you ever fasted before? Fasting is where you deny your flesh (what your
body wants, like food and sweets) and instead focus on prayer and strengthening your spirit. While you can fast
from just certain things, Jesus fasted from all food for 40 days. The Bible tells us that at the end of this fast, the
devil came to tempt Him. Isn’t it interesting that the devil
didn’t come in a big, scary way? He came in a way
that was tempting, that means it sounded good or
appealing, even though it was wrong. “You must
be hungry, why are you doing this? You could just
command these rocks to turn into bread and be
done with it!” He took Him to the top of the temple,
“Command your angels to catch you!” The devil
showed Him all the riches and glories of the world and said
that Jesus could have it all if He would just
worship him.
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You see, Jesus was a man with human flesh—just like us—He could be tempted and hungry, but He was also fully
God! He knew everything that would happen, He knew that He would be crucified, He knew that He would be
persecuted and beaten. The devil tried to get Jesus to take the easy way out, but Jesus showed us how to handle
temptation by His response. He didn’t pray really loud, He didn’t yell at the devil . . . let’s read the story and see how
Jesus handled temptation to find what we can learn from it.

Read it!

Open your Bible and read Matthew 4:1–11 together as a family.
(If you can, pass the Bible around and each take
turns reading a verse.)

Did you catch it? He said, “It is written . . .” Jesus spoke the scriptures that had been written (this is the word of God
or the Bible) out loud! Ephesians 6:17 tells us that the sword of the Spirit is the word of God. Like a weapon, we can
use God’s words to fight against temptation to sin when we speak them out loud! Jesus’s time in the desert was His
time of testing. After this, He came down and began His ministry. How does this connect with Easter? At some point
in time after Jesus’s death, Christians began celebrating a special season called
Lent. This was a practice to remember Jesus’s time in the desert and traditionally
includes a fast that is broken around Easter (some on Maundy
Thursday, others on Saturday, and still others on Easter Sunday).
Scholars aren’t sure exactly
when this tradition
started, though
it is documented
after the Council
of Nicaea—leading
some to believe
it was another
thing decided
at this special
gathering.
The Nicene
Creed was
adopted after
the Council of
Nicaea.
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Activity break
Have you ever spoken God’s word out loud? The Bible teaches us that words have
power. God’s words were so powerful that when He spoke them, the whole world
leapt into being! Take some time to think about one area your family
wants to work on or grow in. It could be anger or impatience
or lying or anything else. Find one verse you can commit
to memorizing as a family and speak it out loud
every time you feel tempted or drawn
to that behavior or action.
Reflect on its results at the
end of this unit!
While Lent is less common today, it is still something that many people and churches celebrate. Lent usually comes
about seven weeks before Easter Sunday. Different churches do things a bit differently today. Some fast for 40
days as a time of confession and remembrance, while others fast from meat and dairy and two meals a day. Still
others, only fast certain days, or break their fast on the weekends. Some churches start their fast on a day called Ash
Wednesday. Many Christians choose to observe this practice in a different capacity, fasting specific things that are
perhaps taking a lot of their time, energy, or focus.
Why people celebrate Lent is a deeply personal question that probably varies from person to person. It is likely, that
some people participate in Lent because it is a tradition, or something they have grown used to or is expected of
them. Others may choose to do so to follow or be like Jesus, or slow down and take time to remember His life leading
up to Easter. Observing Lent isn’t something that is required to be a Christian, but it is a season that is closely linked
to Easter. It is important to remember that the Holy Spirit led Jesus to the wilderness. He didn’t just decide to go, He
followed the leading of the Spirit. In the same way, we don’t want to do traditions or rituals just because they seem
like something we should do. Instead, we want to follow the Spirit’s leading. This is what gives holidays, traditions,
and the things we do deeper purpose and meaning rather than being empty or religious.

Student
notebooks

It’s time to turn to our
student notebooks
and work on the
pages there.
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Today we learned about the Gospels, which are the first four books of the New
Testament: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. They are first-hand accounts of Jesus’s life
(that means witnesses who were there).

t h e g o s pe l s

Have you ever heard the phrases "proclaim the gospe"l or "preach the gospel" before?
What do you think they mean? Does it mean to just read out one of the Gospels? Each
of the four Gospels are accounts of Jesus’s life, this means that preaching the gospel is
sharing the story of Jesus: His life, death, and resurrection. The Christmas story is a good
one: Jesus was born! Jesus’s life was amazing because He taught us how to walk out our
faith and be in relationship with the Father. Jesus’s death means that He took the penalty for our sin once
and for all. Jesus’s resurrection means that He conquered death and set the captives free. All together, the
gospel message is the story of what it means to follow Jesus.
Cut and paste or fill out the books on the library shelf to show the Gospels! Then answer the questions to
show what you learned!

JOHN

LUKE

MATTHEW
MARK

• A NSWERS •

Where are the gospels found in the Bible? The New Testament
Who wrote the Gospels? We don't know for certain.
What is the gospel message? The life, death, and resurrection of Jesus
What is a first hand account? A story told by someone who witnessed the event
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fa s t i ng

Do you remember what fasting is? Jesus fasted in the desert for 40 days! That is a really
long time to go without food and not really recommended for young people who need a
healthy diet with lots of nutritious foods while their bodies are still growing. That being
said, the principle of fasting is to deny your flesh—the things that you do because you
want to, because they feel good or taste good or look good. When we focus on growing
in God instead of growing our appetite for the things of this world, we grow so much
closer to Him; it's kind of like a spiritual "work out."

Can you think of things that might be taking up too much of your time? What about
thing that you lack self-control in? Maybe you have very little self-control when it comes to sugar or to chips
or to video games or working hard, or maybe your tongue isn’t very disciplined and you speak harsh words
or you struggle with gossipping. The Bible tells us that no one is perfect, we all make mistakes, we all fall
short, and we all have things we can work on.
Like we learned in our lesson today, we don’t want to do something just for the sake of doing it, but rather
we want to be led by the Holy Spirit. Let’s take some time to pray and ask Jesus if there is something He
wants to remind us of that we can choose to fast, or give up, until Easter. There isn’t anything that is better
or worse, more “spiritual” or less, it is about obeying the Holy Spirit. Pray and take some time to, "Be still
and know," and see if God give you anything specific that He wants you to fast from. If nothing comes to
mind, that’s okay! Instead, you can think of an area you want to work on during this unit because you love
Him, or just choose to spend personal time with Jesus, reading your Bible and praying each day you do this
study!
Note to the parent
Every student has a box on their page to write
a prayer and/or to write, draw, or dictate
what they are fasting from. They can also
write out their commitment to spend time
with God during this unit. You can help with
this, or you can all go to a quiet corner for
your own personal reflection. There is a space
here for you to take some time and reflect, as
well. I encourage you to come back together
afterward and discuss; to encourage your kids
to grow in their ability to hear God's voice and
to show them that you too are being obedient
to what God is saying to you.
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• A NSWERS•
How does this verse relate to fasting? If we commit ourselves to God, He will take care of us and provide
for our needs. Even the things we are giving up will seem insignificant compared to the blessings God can
teach us through fasting.
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The Spotless Lamb

Father, thank you that you gave us free
will to choose you. Help us to choose
you every day of our lives, to put you
first and follow only you. As we look to
the past to see how Jesus fulfilled your
plan to restore us back to relationship
with you, give us fresh understanding.
Let us be marked by your love, changed
by it, that we will never forget what you
have done for us.

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life.
—John 3:16

Did you know that the Easter story begins way back at the beginning of
the world? Our story starts in a beautiful garden, one you might know by
name: the Garden of Eden. The garden was a paradise where everything
was exactly as it was intended to be. Each day, God walked with Adam
and Eve in His perfect creation. We don’t know how long the earth stayed in
this sweet place, each thing resting in the fulness of its purpose. God had
planted a tree in the middle of the garden named the Tree of the Knowledge
of Good and Evil. God commanded Adam and Eve not to eat from this one
tree—it represented disobedience, a choice. For a time, Adam and Eve obeyed
God. But eventually, like Jesus who was tempted in the wilderness, their time of
testing came upon them. When Satan, in the form of a serpent, questioned them
about God’s commands over this tree, they believed Satan’s lies and questioned
God’s goodness. Eve fell into sin and ate the fruit, and gave some to Adam who
was there with her.
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Adam and Eve were forced to leave the garden and all of creation was cursed. When they fell, sin entered the world,
and with sin came its consequence: death. Oh, but God did not merely abandon them just because they fell! He
taught them how to live and how to present a sacrifice to atone for (or pay for) their sin so that they could be close
to Him. Adam and Eve’s first children, Cain and Abel, presented sacrifices to the Lord. Cain brought the first fruit of
his labor from the ground, while Abel brought the first fruit of his flocks. God taught them that the animal sacrifice
was more acceptable, this is because Romans 6:23 tells us that the wages of sin is death. Something had to die for
the iniquity (or wickedness) of their sins. Many, many years passed. A man named Abraham left his family to follow
God’s leading into the wilderness. His descendant, Joseph, rose to power in Egypt, saving the Israelites from a famine
that threatened the whole land. After settling there, the Israelites continued to grow in number, and the Egyptians
were afraid they would seize control, so they enslaved them, forcing them to work. It was during this time that a
baby named Moses was born and raised in Egypt. Do you recognize the name? This baby would grow to be one of
the few people in all of the history of the world to see God face to face. Moses grew into the man whom God would
use to lead the Israelites out of Egypt and toward the promised land. He stood before pharaoh, commanding him
to let his people go. Over and over again, pharaoh refused, and over and over again, God sent plagues upon the
Egyptian people.

The First Passover
The final plague was the worst one: all Egyptian firstborn sons would die. This night is a hard one, but it is so
important to help us understand what Easter means, as it is rich in foreshadowing what was to come. On a certain
night, God told Moses to command the people to kill a lamb and cover their doorposts with its blood. He said that
this would be a sign to Him to pass over their houses so that the plague would not affect them. God said that this
would be a feast they would celebrate and remember forever. Moses told them it would be called Passover, and this
is where this special day began.
Passover is an important day, not just to the Jewish people, and not just because Jesus celebrated Passover right
before He was arrested, but because it shows us the picture of what Jesus came to do. Do you remember how God
taught His people to offer a sacrifice for their sins? For thousands of years they had to find a pure, spotless lamb (or
something that was pure and without fault) to sacrifice to take their punishment
for sin. John 1:29 tells us that Jesus is the Lamb of God. He was the
pure, spotless, sinless “lamb” who took the
penalty for our sin! He covers us
with His blood and declares
us righteous so that the
penalty of sin passes over
us! He is the Passover
lamb, the only one who
was good enough,
pure enough, and
worthy enough, to
pay the price for any
who would believe in
Him.
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You and I have a choice, just like Adam and Eve did in the garden. We can choose a relationship with Jesus. We can
choose to accept His sacrifice, believe in Him, and surrender our lives to Him, or we can choose to turn away and
live for ourselves. God already paid the price for our salvation, so that we could live forever with Him in heaven, but
He doesn’t force this gift on anyone. Instead, He waits with open hands, offering to cover us with the blood of the
Lamb so that the consequence of sin would pass over us, forever, that we might live with Him for all of eternity. What
an incredible gift! And what an incredible picture of His great love for us! This is the message of the gospel, the
message of Jesus, and it is good news indeed!

Student
notebooks

Family movie night

Watch the "Prince of Egypt" together as a family. While you read, compare the
movie with the story in the Bible. What is true? what is speculation or fiction?
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It’s time to turn to our
student notebooks
and work on the
pages there.

The Spotless Lamb

page 1
s eder

Today we learned about the first Passover, where it came from, and why it is connected
to our Easter story! Because the first Passover was so special, the Jewish people have a
special feast that they celebrate on this day called Seder (say-der). This special meal has
ritual foods and even a script to help remember the story of the Israelites deliverance
from Egypt. Each thing on the plate symbolizes, or represents, a part of the story.
Gather your cutouts in the appendix and assemble and/or color them on the plate on
your page (label or paint it for older students) while I read about the different parts.

• A NSWERS •
Boiled egg
represents life
Matzah
is unleavened bread or bread with after Egypt
no yeast, It helps us remember
what the Israelites brought with
them when they left Egypt.

Bitter herbs
remind us of their
time as slaves.

Saltwater
reminds us of the
tears of the slaves.
Lamb bone
represents the sacrifice of
the lamb so that they could
cover their doorposts with
the blood.
Charoset
(this is a mixture of apples, cinnamon,
nuts, and wine) reminds us of the
mortar they used to make bricks.

Parsley
(or lettuce or some spring
vegetable) represents new life.

1. How did Easter actually begin in the Garden of Eden? When Adam and Eve disobeyed God, sin and death
entered the world along with the need for sacrifice to atone for these sins. The animal sacrifices in the Old Testament point to
the coming sacrifice of the Savior once and for all.
2. Explain the connection between Abraham and Moses. How did Abraham’s obedience lead to the calling
God had for Moses? Abraham obeyed God and left his homeland to a go to a place God would show him. Abraham's
descendant, Joseph, was sold into slavery by his brothers and was taken to Egypt. God blessed Joseph and put him in a
position of power, and eventually Joseph’s whole family joined him in Egypt. The Israelites grew in number, and the Egyptians
were fearful of their potential. The Israelites were enslaved and treated terribly. God called Moses to set His people free from
Egypt.
30
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Do you remember the good news of the gospel? Could you tell it in your own words?
The Bible tells us that God doesn’t want anyone to be lost. To share the story of Jesus
go o d n e w s
is called evangelizing, and God wants all of us to share this good news, but it takes
courage and boldness. Have you ever tried to share about your faith or talk about Jesus
and felt embarrassed or shy or weren’t sure how to start? Most adults would probably
put up their hands on this one because speaking out is hard to do no matter how old
you are! One of the best ways to build our courage is to practice. Let’s take some time to
either write out the story of Jesus in our own words and the good news of the gospel or
act out telling someone else!

page 2

If you want, take some time to pray as a family and ask Jesus if there is someone He wants you to share
with and how He wants you to do that. Remember, we want to do things out of love and obedience to Jesus,
following the lead of the Holy Spirit by asking Him rather than just doing something because we should.

Note to the parent
If you guys feel brave enough, seriously act this
out. Have fun with it, be kind of goofy, it will
help break the ice. Also, take this opportunity to
share embarrassing stories and also successful
stories of you being bold and speaking out
about what is right or standing up for Jesus or
sharing Him with someone even when it is hard.
The more you have an evangalistic mindset in
your home and open up the conversation, the
more you can encourage one another to grow
in this area, even if it is not your strength. If
you want, use the space here to write out your
response or jot down some names of people
you and/or your family want to commit to
praying for or speaking to.
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Palm Sunday

4

Jesus, we worship you and give you
all the glory. We lift your name up
and exalt you in our home and in
our hearts. Help us to worship you
in spirit and in truth, to worship you
with the very way we live our lives.

Do you remember when Palm Sunday is? It is the
Sunday before Easter, but there is a reason that we
remember this day, called the Triumphal Entry, in the
He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the very
Gospels. At this time in Jesus’s life, He had performed
stones would cry out.” —Luke 19:40
many amazing miracles and His fame was growing
far and wide. All throughout the Old Testament,
prophecies were given about the coming Messiah,
the one who would reign. While many people respected Jesus as a teacher, or a prophet, or someone who could do
miracles, not everyone viewed Him as the Messiah. In fact, very few recognized Him for who He was. Some of the
very things that Jesus did were in order to fulfill prophecies that had been given, and the Triumphal
Entry is one of those prophecies.
Coming into Jerusalem, Jesus told His disciples to go and get a young, unridden donkey (a colt)
from a certain place. We can imagine the disciples looking at one another questioningly,
“Just . . . take it? What if the owner doesn’t want us to?” Jesus
knew exactly what they needed to say, “The Lord has need
of it and will send it back here immediately,” (Mark 11:3).
The disciples went and found the donkey tied just as
Jesus said it would be. This was very important because
it fulfilled a prophecy given in Zechariah 9:9: “Rejoice
greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of
Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous
and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” The disciples
laid their cloaks over the donkey’s back and Jesus
rode on it into the city of Jerusalem. As He did,
people gathered and worshiped Him. Some accounts even
say they waved branches. This is where we get the name
Palm Sunday and it represents worshiping Jesus. Let’s read it
in our Bible!
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Hosanna is a word based
from the Hebrew word
hoshi’a na. In the Old
Turn to Luke 19:28–40 and read it together. If you can, have
Testament, it is used
students take turns reading a verse or two before passing it around
as a cry for the Savior,
to someone else. Take time to stop and think about each thing that
or means "save us,"
is happening and/or discuss as you go!
while in the Triumphal
Entry, it is used as a
term of adoration or
worship for Jesus. The
people loved Him, adored
Him, they worshiped by waving leaves. Other accounts say they laid their cloaks on the ground
in front of Him. They turned to one another excitedly telling everyone who would listen that Jesus was here, the one
from Nazareth that they had heard about. The one who saves! The one who heals! The one who speaks amazing
mysteries that thousands had gathered to listen to. Jesus was the one who had stirred up the world, like a great
shaking, nothing would ever be the same. Whether people realized it or not, this person that so pulled their heart was
the one who had breathed them into being, and something inside of them leapt when He came near.

Read it!

God is so worthy of our praise. In Luke's account of the Triumphal Entry, Jesus tells the Pharisees that if the people
did not worship Him, the rocks would cry out. What an incredible picture! Creation knows its Creator. I imagine even
the animals in the field would bow in reverence if Jesus were to walk in their midst. The wind stilled at the sound of
His voice. The waves bowed low and ceased their riotous crashing when He stood in the boat and commanded the
storm to “be still.”

Teacher’s Guide LESSON 4

33

Palm Sunday

Activity break
Take just a minute to worship Jesus by lifting Him up, declaring who He
is, or thanking Him for who He is and what He has done in
your life. If this seems awkward for anyone, sometimes
it helps to turn on some soft worship music and for
everyone to close their eyes and just go
around the room, each
person thanking God for
one thing.

The Significance

Did you notice how Jesus rode on a donkey? This wasn’t just to fulfill the promise made long ago as a sign of who
He was, but it had other significance as well. Do you remember how people had been waiting for the promised
Messiah? They were looking for someone who would come to reign over them as king. They might have thought
Jesus would be a strong warrior, riding on a stately horse to fight a war and lead them to victory. Donkeys were
considered a humble, peaceful creature. Kings were often born into royalty, descending from wealth and affluence.
Yet here was the King of the world, riding into town on a small donkey colt with simple cloaks underneath Him. The
significance of this picture is more than people recognizing Him as the Messiah foretold in the prophecies. It speaks
of His humility, it paints the picture of the Prince of Peace, the one who was worthy of worship even being born in a
humble manger all those years ago.
Palm Sunday (or the Triumphal Entry) was also foreshadowed in the story of Moses and the first Passover, as well.
It is thought that on the very same day that God commanded the Israelites to bring in a lamb, four days before the
final plague that would pass over them, was the day on the Jewish calendar that Jesus rode into Jerusalem. He was
the Lamb of God, being brought in to be prepared to be the Passover lamb once and for all. While an onlooker
might have thought this was just a popular person riding into a city all abuzz with news of his arrival, it was so much
more.
Isn’t it interesting that this passage is called the Triumphal Entry? In that
moment, Jesus was being worshiped and adored, but perhaps some of
those very same people were about to yell, “Crucify Him!” just a few short
days later. Jesus knew that He was coming into Jerusalem for the final time,
that the end was near. And yet, He rode with triumph. As He entered the
city, a march toward His death, He knew that His very death would mean
life! The Christian church began celebrating this day to remember its great
significance, and it is something that we still recognize thousands of years
later. The Lamb of God, worthy of praise, coming in the most humble of ways
. . . triumphant.
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It’s time to turn to our
student notebooks
and work on the
pages there.

Palm Sunday

What does worship mean to you? While our main understanding of worship today is
page 1
usually linked with singing or music, this is just one example of worship. The definition
of worship is an expression of adoration or reverence toward God. So when the people
w or s h i p
along the road to Jerusalem waved palm branches and shouted, “Hosanna in the
highest!” they were worshiping! When you are really good at something and you take
the time to point to Jesus and say, “It’s because of you, Jesus,” that is worship, too!
When you bow to the ground when you are praying or singing, because God is holy,
that is an act of worship. Colossians 3:17 tells us to work heartily in all we do, as if we
are working for God. Even the work of our hands, with the right motivation, heart, and attitude, can honor
God and be an expression of worship! We can worship God in anything! When we do it for Him, out of love
for Him, from the overflow of our hearts, it exalts Him (or lifts Him higher).
PRE-READER–EARLY ELEMENTARY: M a k e a m u s i c a l i n s t r u ment
Use two paper plates, an empty toilet paper or paper towel tube, or even an empty yogurt container to
make your own instrument! You can fill it with rice or beans, you can tap on it with a stick or utensil, you
can even put wax paper on the end of something to make your own kazoo. Then, turn on a fun worship
song and play your instrument to God. Remember to think about Him and fill your heart with love for Him
while you worship! Just like we can say sorry and not mean it, we can worship God with our mouths but be
thinking about something else entirely. God sees our hearts and knows when we mean our worship, and
that is the most special worship of all!
UPPER ELEMENTARY–HIGH SCHOOL: R e f l e c t o n w o r s h i p
Take some time, go to a quiet place, perhaps turn on some quiet worship music, and reflect on the
questions on your page. There are some scriptures for you to read and deepen your understanding about
worship. Then, where no one is watching or listening, take some time to just worship God. You don’t
have to sing, you don’t have to dance, you don’t have to play an instrument (though all of those are great
examples of worship) you could just talk to God, praise Him, thank Him, lift Him up in your heart! You
could even spend some time asking Him how He wants you to worship Him!

• A NSWERS •
1. What does Isaiah 29:13 teach you about the kind of worship God is looking for? Worship that comes from
the heart, not just the mouth.
2. How does John 4:24 say we should worship God? We must worship Him in spirit and in truth.
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e x pectat i on s

Note to the parent BEFORE you do this page! This page requires a bit of preparation (but don’t
worry, if you skip the object lesson, your students can still complete their notebook page). Before you
read this page, you need to go somewhere your kids can’t see you to prepare. Take an egg from your
fridge (you will need two for this) and a pin or paper clip or even bobby pin. Poke it in the top and the
bottom, making the bottom hole slightly bigger. Cover both holes and shake the egg to mix up the yolk
(just like you did for painting your eggs) and blow the insides out. If you can, rinse your egg and dry it off
so your children do not suspect. Put the egg away again when your kids aren’t looking. When you do
the object lesson, make sure you cover the holes with your fingers so they don’t see them.

When Jesus came, many people missed that He was the Messiah that had been promised. Part of the
reason for that is that the people had a certain picture in their mind of who Jesus would be and what He
would look like. Have you ever done that before? Have you ever had someone tell you something that was
coming (like your birthday party or a present) and you worked it up in your mind only to be surprised in the
end? Perhaps you envisioned what would happen, or what it would look like, and found you were totally
wrong!
God is so much bigger than our human understanding. He had to be to create all the things we see around
us that work together in perfect harmony! We try to wrap our minds around God and put Him into little
boxes that make sense, but likely all throughout your life, God will show you new things about who He is
that will shock or surprise you and break your little boxes. When Jesus came, He was different from what
people expected—He broke down their theology (or understanding of God) and taught them that He
was bigger than that. We can learn from that example, a warning to not limit God to what we can see or
understand. Today, we are going to do an object lesson to remind ourselves that God is unexpected and
more wonderful than we can even imagine! Gather ‘Round kids, bring your notebook, and answer the
questions while we try out an object lesson.
Ask: What do you expect will come out of this egg when I crack it?
Do: Crack the egg into a bowl and mix it around.
*repeat with about four eggs or so, asking the same question each time before grabbing your prepared empty egg
Ask: What do you expect will come out of this egg when I crack it?
Do: Carefully grab your empty shell, covering the holes on the top and bottom, and crack it into the bowl.
Our understanding of God is limited, and sometimes He is so much bigger than our expectations that
He doesn’t fit! Just like Mary went to Jesus's tomb expecting to find His body and found it empty—God is
extraordinary!
Now what? Grab your eggs and mix them well with a fork or whisk. Use a small cup or something to cut out a circle in the
middle of a piece of bread. Butter both sides and throw the bread in a frying pan, pouring some of the egg into the middle (You
can sprinkle cheese or green pepper in there as well, yum!). Cook it well on both sides before serving your snack. As you eat,
talk more about your expectations or understanding of God. If you can think of one, share an example of a time God showed
Himself bigger than you thought or moved in an unexpected way. Older students have deeper, personal reflection questions
like this on their pages.

• A NSWERS•
Explain the object lesson in your own words and how it illustrates our theology or understanding of God.
Several eggs were cracked and emptied into the bowl. I expected them all to be filled like usual and come running out when
cracked on the side of the bowl. However, the last one was cracked and was completely empty. This helps to remind me that
God is so much more than my mind can comprehend or imagine. He is so unexpected and can do incredible things.
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Painting the Picture

Father, we invite your presence into
our hearts and home. Teach us to
see Easter with a fresh perspective
and to have a deeper understanding
of who you are and what you did for
us. Help us to worship you even as
we go about our days.

Have you ever heard the word foreshadowing? This means a warning or indication of something that is coming. The
story long ago of Moses leading the Israelites out of Egypt and the first Passover was a foreshadowing of the true
Lamb who would come to save the world once and for all! There are so many amazing connections in the Bible that
can help us see how it all works together as one book. So many things that Jesus said or did fulfilled prophecies,
and His very life and existence was significant in everything that He did. He told stories that used pictures, called
parables, to help people understand the things He was teaching them. But He also lived out examples, through His
actions, that helped to paint pictures of what was to come or how we should live. Let’s see a few of these pictures
that He painted for us.

Anointed

Did you know that Jesus was anointed with a very expensive perfume two different
times? The first event was six days before His crucifixion by Mary in Lazarus's
home (John 12:1–8). Mary anointed Jesus's feet with pure nard, which was very
expensive and usually used in small amounts to prepare a body for burial. The
second time was just two days before His crucifixion in the house of Simon the
leper (Mark 14:3–9), also in Bethany. Though these stories are so similar some
might mistake them to be the same account, if you look closely, they are different.
In the first instance, Jesus is eating with Lazarus and his family, while in the
second one, He is in the home of a man named Simon. The first anointing
was on His feet, while the second anointing was
on His head. The first anointing was six days
before Passover, the second was two
days before. But in both instances,
Jesus said they were preparing
His body for burial.
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Not only were these instances a foreshadowing of
what was to come (that Jesus would be buried), but
they had deep significance in the culture and traditions
of that time. When the Jewish people brought in their
Passover lambs, they chose them early and would
anoint them. The first time they anointed their feet,
they would then inspect them to make sure they were
without blemish. Before Passover, they would anoint their
heads with oil to signify that they were clean and ready
for sacrifice. How interesting is it that the same customs and
preparations involved in preparing the sacrificial lamb were used
by Jesus as a prophetic picture of Him being the final sacrifice! 1
Corinthians 5:7 tells us that Christ os our Passover lamb. Because
of what Jesus did on the cross, we no longer have to do sacrifices to
atone for our sins, Jesus paid the price!

The Last Supper

Read it!

There is some controversy over the
Open up your Bible and read the account of the Last Supper in
timeline of events of Jesus's last
Matthew 26:17–29 together. Talk about the significance of the
days. The night before Jesus
Lord’s Supper and communion and what it represented.
was crucified, He gathered
one final time with His disciples
to celebrate the first day of
Unleavened Bread for their
Passover meal. During this time
there were actually two calendars:
the Galilean calendar and the Judean
calendar, and there were also different interpretations of God’s Passover instructions in Exodus. Regardless of the
exact timing, we know that Jesus gathered to eat a Passover meal and that the next day, about the time that many
people might have been sacrificing the Passover lambs, Jesus was crucified. Here we see another incredible picture
of how the Bible all works together. The command that God gave many years before to the Israelites that would
save them from their bondage to slavery (the sacrifice of a lamb), would later save the world from their bondage to
sin and death!
During the Passover meal, Jesus taught the disciples how to share in communion, called the Lord’s Supper. This is
something He told them to do in order to remember His death and what He had done. Each time you participate
in communion, you are painting a picture that helps to illustrate the gospel message! How cool is it that we get to
follow in Jesus's footsteps where our lives and actions can tell a bigger story and point to our Father in heaven?!
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Serving one Another

Have you ever just been so full of love for someone you thought your heart might burst? It often comes upon you
in an unexpected time. Maybe you see someone you have missed dearly, or someone does something that just fills
your heart toward them. In these moments, we often want to show or express our love, and one way we can do that
is to do something kind or an act of service for them. Maybe you have rubbed your mom’s back, not for a reward,
just because you were struck with how hard she works. Perhaps you felt compelled to help your dad, being full of
appreciation for who he is and what he does. This overflow of our hearts is not by happenstance, but part of the way
God designed us as His image bearers.
Around the same time as the Last Supper, we don’t know the exact day (perhaps the day before), John's account tells
us that Jesus was with His disciples eating dinner. Then, stirred with love for those He would soon be leaving, Jesus
got up from eating dinner, poured water into a basin, and began washing the disciples’ feet. Peter was horrified.
How could Jesus, the Son of God, serve him like this? Jesus told them they would not understand until later, but that
He was giving them an example of how they should live, serving one another in love. Again, Jesus didn’t simply tell
His disciples how they should live, but rather showed them. In this story, we not only see a picture of His great love,
but we also see how we should serve and submit to one another, not considering ourselves better than anyone else
even if we lead or teach.

prayer
Thank you, Jesus, that you painted pictures for us of how we should live and what it means to walk in relationship
with the Father and be led by the Spirit. As we see how the whole Bible connects as one book, fill us with a deeper
understanding of the rich symbolism and meaning and how it relates to us today. Give us a hunger for your word
and teach us what it means. Help us to honor you in the picture of our lives, that other people will see in us your light
shining through.

Activity break

Student
notebooks

Do a picture study of The Last Supper by Leonardo da
Vinci. Study the disciples’ faces. What are their
expressions? Can you tell which one is
Judas? You can also read the story of
Jesus washing the disciples’
feet in John 13.
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Perhaps one of the most profound things that Jesus did was getting down on his knees
to do the most menial job of all and wash His disciples' dirty feet. Imagine, the King of
fo o t w a s h i n g all creation, the spoken Word of God, the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the
end, getting down to wash your dirty feet? What a picture of love! Today, we are going
to try following Jesus's example by washing each other’s feet.
You might be like Peter and find it embarrassing. You might think it’s a little bit weird
and laugh at it, or maybe you’re super ticklish so you’re nervous about it. Before we
even try to do this, take a deep breath and let’s think about it seriously. Look around the room at one
another, God gave you these people to live and grow and learn with, to be in community with. Living
together probably isn’t always easy, it might not always be fun, but much like the body of Christ, it is
rich with lessons and it is how God designed us to live. These people that might sometimes annoy you
are also God’s gift to you. Try to put aside embarrassment and silliness and instead, out of true love and
servanthood, wash each other’s feet. While you do it, think about what you appreciate about them and
thank God for them. Afterward, draw a picture or write what it was like.
A note for the receiver: Hey you! The one sitting and getting your feet washed . . . an interesting thing you
might learn today is that it may be harder to have your feet washed than to wash someone else’s feet. It
takes some vulnerability to allow someone to serve you, and for some people this is incredibly hard. This
can help you learn more about yourself, and you can pray more about asking God to help you be gracious
and allow people to help you or serve you when God is leading them to.
Note to the parent: This one could be interesting, I highly encourage you to give it a try. A little bit of laughing is common,
either from ticklish feet or embarrassment. Don’t try to make it too somber, let it be natural. Your family can learn so much
about themselves as they practice this. If it is just too uncomfortable for you, don’t sweat it! Try some other acts of service
instead!

YOU WILL NEED:
•

A bowl with warm water

•

Some soap

A towel to dry their feet
afterward

•
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If you’ve been to church for more than a few services, you have probably at some point,
seen or participated in communion. Now that we have read about the Last Supper, we
know where this practice came from. Jesus Himself taught us how to do this and told
c om m un i o n
us to do it in remembrance of Him. The cup and the bread are like symbols, where they
help us think of something else. The cup represents His blood poured out for us, and the
bread that we break represents His body, broken for us. Every time we do this, we are to
remember what He did for us on the cross. Communion is a special thing that we do. It
is important that before you do it, you examine your heart and take time to remember
what Jesus did for you. You can do this by taking some quiet time to pray in your heart and thank Jesus for
dying on the cross for your sins. You can do this while the cup or the bread is being passed around and you
are waiting.

page 2

Let’s take communion together! You will need either one cup you pass around or one cup per person, some
grape juice, and some bread or crackers. While you pass around the cups or the bread, take some time to
prepare your heart. Then read Luke 22:17–20 and do communion as a family.
Afterward, take some time to complete your pages by either matching or responding to the questions to
help you reflect on the practice of communion.

• A NSWERS•
Cup: Jesus's blood
Bread: Jesus's body
Symbolism is a picture that reminds us of something.
1. What does the cup represent? The cup represents Jesus's blood poured out as a sacrifice for us.
2. What does the bread represent? The bread represents His body, which was broken for us.
3. What should you do before you take communion? Why? I should pray to focus my heart and mind on Jesus, and
thank him for what He did for me.
4. Why do we take communion? We take communion to remember and reflect on what Jesus did for us.
1. John 6:32–35 Jesus is the bread of life. By sacrificing His body, which He compared to bread, He gave life to all who
believe.
2. Matthew 4:3–4 While we can’t actually eat the word of God, this verse reminds us about the connection between bread
and Jesus, the Word of God in the flesh, the bread of LIFE. It reminds us of our need for something greater, someone greater.
Not just bread for sustenance to fill our stomachs, but the very Word of God to fill our hearts and our minds. Jesus did that for
us by sacrificing His life once and for all.
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Gethsemane

6

“Even though I walk through the valley
of the shadow of death, I will fear no
evil, for you are with me,” Psalm 23:4.
Jesus, thank you that even in the dark
seasons of our lives where we feel
alone, you never leave us. Thank you
that you walked through the shadow
of death so that we do not have to fear.
Help us to love you more as we read
about what you did for us.

Have you ever thought about the fact that it all started in a garden? Adam and Eve walked and talked with God in
His perfect creation in the Garden of Eden. Thousands of years later, we find ourselves once again in a garden called
Gethsemane. After Jesus and the disciples shared the Passover meal together, Jesus went to this garden to pray. He
asked Peter, James, and John to be on watch while He
prayed, but they fell asleep. Jesus came back to them
after a little while and woke them up, but they fell asleep
again. Three times Jesus prayed, and three times He
Read Mark 14:32–42 in your Bible.
came to find them sleeping. Just like the Israelites slept
while death passed over their house, resting under the
blood of the lamb, the world slept while Jesus submitted
to God’s will. Let’s read the story!

Read it!
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Will you not tarry . . .

“The spirit is willing but the flesh is weak.” Have you ever wanted
to do something but it just seemed so hard? It’s like when you
read the Bible and you are inspired to spend more time with
God. You want to, your heart is pulled to, you decide to get up
early the next morning to read your Bible and pray. But alas,
your alarm goes off and it just doesn’t seem reasonable.
Your spirit is willing, but your flesh (your tired bones) just
doesn't want to do it! “Why did I set my alarm
again? I can do it later,” you tell yourself, rolling
over to get another hour of sleep. Jesus knew
that He was about to walk through something
incredibly hard, He knew His time with His disciples
whom He loved was coming to an end. The Bible
tells us He was grieved to the point of death! Luke
22:44 tells us that He was in agony and His sweat
turned to drops of blood. What an incredible picture of
His love, both in His sorrow in leaving and His determination
to do it for the sake of not just the few who knew Him, but
the ones who would come to know Him through His death.
However, unlike the disciples, Jesus's flesh was not weak. While
filled with sorrow, while in utter agony, He got up and went out to meet the accuser.

The accuser

Do you remember at the Last Supper where we read about Judas,
the disciple who would betray Jesus? Luke 22:3 tells us that Satan
entered Judas, and that at that time Judas went to the chief priests
with a plan to betray his master into their hands. “What will you give me if I get you Jesus of Nazareth.” They were
thrilled. For many weeks and months they had been searching for a way to stop the man they saw as a heretic, but
He was always surrounded by crowds. They feared what the people would do if they were to arrest Him, so they had
waited, plotted, and schemed. Here was one who was in the inner circle, one of the disciples, offering the very thing
they had hoped for! The chief priests offered Judas 30 pieces of silver, which even in today’s currency would not be
very much (anywhere from a few hundred to a few thousand dollars). Betraying Jesus wouldn’t have made Judas
wealthy, which gives us a picture of the sad state of Judas’s heart, bent on seeing Jesus fall. Plans were set in motion,
it would happen at night when there were no crowds to defend Him, the time was at hand.
After Jesus prayed in the garden, wrestling with and surrendering to the will of the Father, He went to wake the
disciples, “Get up, it is time.” While He was still speaking, at that very moment, a mob came out of the thick
darkness. Some carried clubs, others swords, likely worried that the disciples would put up a fight. But Jesus went
with them willingly, He knew that the time had come for Him to leave. Judas went to greet Jesus with a kiss, the sign
that He was the one they were looking for. And Jesus, the only person to walk this world pure and blameless, was
arrested.
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Read it!

Open up your Bible and read Luke 22:47–53 together. Why do you
think Jesus healed the man’s ear?

It is easy to read this story thinking about the sequence of events and the
characters involved. But Ephesians 6:12 tells us we don’t battle against flesh and
blood, but that there is a spiritual world our eyes can’t see. In the same way, the
story of Jesus's betrayal wasn’t just about one man who gave Him up, nor about
the chief priests who wanted this troublemaker silenced—it was bigger than that.
The devil thought that this was his chance, God walked the earth in the form of a
weak human being. Surely if he could just kill him, all would be lost. And yet, here is
where we see the futility of darkness, nothing can stand against our incredible God!
The devil saw only in part, but God sees the whole picture! God is omnipresent,
omnipotent, and omniscient: all present, all powerful, and all knowing. Nothing is
too big, too hard, or too tricky for Him. Jesus may have limited Himself to be fully
man, but He was still fully God. The story was far from over.
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Have you ever learned the Lord’s Prayer? This is the prayer that Jesus taught His
disciples in Matthew 6:9–13. Let’s read it together:

pra y e r

Our Father in heaven,
Hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our debts,
As we also have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.

When Jesus taught His disciples this prayer, He wasn’t saying these are the only words you should say to
God, but rather giving us an example of the things we should include in our prayer and the motivations
of our hearts. We should praise God, we should pray for God’s will to be done, we should ask for what we
need, ask God to forgive us (but only if we have also forgiven others). We should ask Him to help us to do
what is right and not be tempted to do wrong. We can see this in the way that Jesus prayed to the Father the
night of His arrest:
"My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will."
—Matthew 26:39b
Jesus prayed that God’s will would be done, even though He knew it would be hard. How do you pray? Do
you pray on your knees or standing up? Do you fold your hands and close your eyes or not? Do you pray
loudly or quietly? Do you ask God for lots of things or do you ever listen? Prayer is not something that
comes very naturally to most people. At first, it feels kind of awkward, and you might not be certain of what
to say. This is why Jesus taught us a model of some of the things we can pray. Prayer is really just talking
to the Father. There isn’t a right or a wrong way to do it, but there is a right and a wrong heart. Prayer is
powerful because God chooses to move through our pprayers—this is why you see Jesus praying so much in
the Bible, even while the disciples were asleep!
The more you pray out loud and listen, the easier it will be. Together, read the acronym in your student
notebook and take some time to pray in each of those areas. You can do it together as a family or in private
in your room, but try to do it out loud if you can to practice growing in prayer.

• A NSWERS•
Praise things you are thankful for or declaring who God is or what He has done
Repent things you want to ask forgiveness for
Ask ask God to help you, to give you the things that you need
Yield not my will but yours be done, surrender your plans and worries to God
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TR iAls

Jesus not only went through incredibly hard trials (these are difficult things that
happen to you), but He was also put on trial (where His fate was decided). Because
Jesus was not just a man but was also fully God, He knew what the will of the Father
was. He knew that He would be crucified, He knew that He would be ridiculed and
hurt, but perhaps more than that, He knew His time with the disciples whom He loved
was coming to an end. Oh, how He loved them, just like He loves you and me! He was
so grieved about it that He went to the garden to pray, even sweating blood! But He
didn’t stay there! He got up and walked forward toward what He knew He had to do.

Can you think of some hard things you have had to do or go through? Because we live in a broken world
where there is sin and pain, our lives will not be perfect or even always easy. When we face trials or
difficulties it is easy to want to be angry or feel sorry for ourselves or even let them discourage us. Let’s read
a verse about difficult things and how we can view them differently:
Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that
the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and
complete, not lacking anything. —James 1:2-4 NIV
Do you know what perseverance means? Perseverance is to keep going, to persist, even when things are
hard or slow or even boring. Take some time to think about something difficult you have experienced or
interview a parent or trusted adult to see if they can think of one. Then complete your page.

• A NSWERS•
Perseverance: to keep going even when things are hard, slow, or even boring
3. What does Jesus's example in the garden of Gethsemane teach us about how we should respond to
difficult or hard things in our lives? We should continue to pray and pour out our hearts to God, asking Him for help,
but ultimately yielding to His will.
4. Read Romans 1:3–5 and reflect on how it connects to the life of Jesus and our lesson about perseverance.
Jesus came as God’s son, died, and was resurrected from the dead so that we could receive the grace of God. It is our duty to
work with perseverance to spread this message to all the nations of the earth.
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Jesus, thank you that you are the
true, sinless Lamb of God. Thank
you that even when we don’t see the
whole picture or understand all of the
pieces, you do. Thank you that you
modeled for us how to walk through
hard things, how to persevere, how
to carry our cross and follow the will
of the Father. We ask you to fill us
with your love, so that we would have
an increased capacity to love others
the way that you love us.

The morning after Jesus was arrested, He was delivered to Pilate. Pilate was a Roman
prefect, or governor, over the land of Judea. He was in charge of things like
collecting taxes, building projects, and acted as a judge, as well.
This is why the chief priests and religious leaders brought Jesus
before him to try to have Him convicted of the crimes they
charged Him with. Jesus was questioned and pressured to
speak by both the religious leaders (who were hoping He
would condemn Himself with His words) and Pilate. “Are
you the king of the Jews,” he asked Jesus. In Matthew, Jesus
answers, “You have said so.” However, in John He replies,
“My kingdom is not of this world.” Jesus knew that Pilate
was just repeating what He had heard other people say about
Him. He also knew that Pilate was searching for a reason to find
Him guilty of treason, to call Himself king in a region that was ruled by
the emperor Tiberius. But He could find no fault in Jesus, who said His kingdom was not of
this world.
Have you ever been in a situation where someone was falsely accusing you, or saying you did
something you didn’t? It is an awful feeling to be misunderstood or misjudged. Every part of
you wants to set the record straight, to tell the world they have it wrong! If they could just hear
your side of the story, perhaps they would know the truth. This deep sense of justice is placed inside
each of us because it is part of the nature and character of our Father, whose image we were made
in. To be silent while you are accused, to let people believe or think or say and spread things about
you that aren’t true, is incredibly hard. But here is where we see a beautiful picture of the great love of
Jesus toward us! He withheld His hand of justice so that even those very people who condemned Him
would have a chance to enter into relationship with the Father! Let’s read the story . . .
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Read it!

You can read about Jesus's trial in Matthew 27, Mark 15, Luke
23, and John 18. Choose one (or compare the account and its
similarities and differences) to read.

Now, it was a custom in those days to release a prisoner on Passover. Pilate offered the people a choice: Barabbas
(in some accounts called Jesus bar Abbas) or Jesus. There is some controversy over who Barabbas was and what he
had done. Some think he was a terrible criminal and the people chose to have him released anyway because they
were so determined to see Jesus fall. Others say he was a revolutionist, or someone who stirred up people to
fight against power. Still others say he was a robber or a murderer. What we do know is that
Barabbas was notorious, that means he was well known by the people, and the people
chose him to be released.
Jesus stood before Pilate, innocent and blameless, about
to be blamed for being false when He was the way, the
truth, and the life! Pilate’s own wife asked him to set
Jesus free, as she had been very troubled by a dream.
Pilate beseeched the people, “But what has He
done?” The crowd, riled up by Jesus's accusers,
yelled out, “Crucify him!” Nothing else would
do. The crowd was growing more and more
angry, they shouted louder, more people came
toward them, attracted by the spectacle.
Pilate saw the crowd growing, and fearing
a riot, gave them Jesus with a single act that
forever marked humanity: he washed his hands.
Have you ever heard the saying, “I wash my hands
of you?” A statement that came about by this action,
thousands of years ago, where one man washed his hands
as a symbol that he would not be responsible for Jesus's
death. “His blood will be on our heads,” the people said. If only
they knew what they were doing, if only they knew who this man really
was!
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Given Over

With this act, Pilate had Jesus scourged (struck with a
corded whip that had pieces of bone and
metal) and passed Him off to be crucified,
which is what they did for the most severe
criminals during the time. The Roman soldiers
took Him to their headquarters where they
beat Him, spit on Him, and mocked Him. They
took the King of the Jews and made Him a crown
of thorns. They covered him in a purple robe
(the color of royalty) and gave him a reed as a scepter, which
they used to hit Him. These Roman soldiers weren’t Jewish, they didn’t know
about the Messiah or believe that it was anything more than another religion. They saw a man accused, a man who
claimed to be the King of the Jews, and they laughed as they saw Him brought low.
The story of Jesus's life is not an easy one. Even while He lived, performing miracles such as the world had never
seen, walking in a power that humanity couldn’t even comprehend, He was rejected. And here on the precipice
of His death, things look bleak. Jesus's death was gruesome, horrible, painful,
and heartbreaking. But even as we look in tomorrow’s lesson at the day of His
crucifixion, it is important to remember that this is not the end of the story. Jesus
knew exactly what lay before Him, and He willingly surrendered Himself to it. For
you. For me. For every single person that would turn toward Him now and forever.
Student

notebooks

It’s time to turn to our
student notebooks
and work on the
pages there.
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Have you ever been mocked or made fun of for something? Having someone laugh at
your expense is never a good feeling, even when you are an adult. This can range from
F O R g i v E n E S s undertones (such as expressions and whispers or giggles behind your back) to someone
making fun of you on social media to whole groups of people publicly and loudly
ridiculing you in a very hurtful way. In today’s more “polite society” (which doesn’t
always feel very polite), it is rare to be mocked to the extent of what Jesus went through.
No matter if it is big or small, however, being laughed at is humiliating (making you feel
ashamed or embarrassed or less than). If there is anything we have learned today, it
is that Jesus fully understands how we feel when we are treated this way, and we can go to Him to help us
through.

page 1

What is your first reaction when someone is laughing at your expense? Anger? Silence? Tears? While
our human reactions are normal and understandable, with the help of the Holy Spirit, we can rise above
our reactions and give it to Jesus instead. Holding on to anger, revenge, and unforgiveness can make us
bitter and sensitive and easily offended. Have you ever felt that way? When we let go of our anger and
forgive someone, expecting nothing in return, it frees you from the effects of unforgiveness, helping us to
experience the abundant life that God has for us! It can be hard to forgive, but when we speak out loud and
we choose to bless those who hurt us instead, it can help us to let go.
Take some time to work on your student page today, reflecting on areas in your life that you might be
carrying unforgiveness. If you can’t think of anything, pray and ask Jesus to help you remember things in
your life you might be holding onto. Then, pray the forgiveness prayer on your page, releasing that person
(and yourself) from the hurt and anger.

Prayer of forgiveness
Father, I choose to forgive (name of person) for (offense).
I bless them with (list some things you want to bless them with,
such as joy or peace or safety, etc.).

Note to the parent
Want to participate in this? Take some
time with your children to reflect and
pray and also choose to forgive.
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• A NSWERS•
1. What is humiliation? Have you ever experienced this emotion? feeling embarrassed or shameful
2. What are some consequences of unforgiveness? Answers could include: bitterness, sensitivity, easily offended,
etc..
3. Read Matthew 6:14–15 in your Bible. Why does Jesus say we should forgive others? We forgive others so
that our Heavenly Father will forgive us.
4. Read Ephesians 4: 26–27. How might unforgiveness give an opportunity to the devil? Continuing to hold
onto anger gives the devil an opportunity to encourage us to sin.

page 2
tr i a l s

Did you know that even during Jesus's time, there were rules about how trials were
conducted? Before Jesus was brought before Pilate, He was brought before the
religious leaders. This was illegal on a few accounts:
1. They were not supposed to meet in the middle of the night.
2. They were not supposed to conduct trials on the Passover as it was a holy day.
3. They brought forth false witnesses (Mark 14) and the witness accounts did not agree.
False witnesses were to be punished, but they were seeking people to testify against
Jesus. (This was not how a trial was supposed to be conducted.)

Rules for fair trials are important to make sure that justice is upheld. Today, everyone has a right to
representation, that means someone (a lawyer) who can speak for them and share their side of the story.
Let’s take a look at what we have in place today to try to make trials more fair:
•
•
•
•

Judge or jury: A judge listens to all the arguments and makes the final decision. Sometimes there is a
jury as well that is randomly chosen to be impartial and help make the decision of guilt.
Accused and the accuser: In a trial, there is usually someone who is being accused of something, and
sometimes there is someone who is accusing them.
Witnesses: A trial must have witnesses on both sides, people who were there or can give more context
about the situation or expert opinions.
Attorneys or lawyers: In a criminal case, there are two different types of lawyers: defense and
prosecution. The defense lawyer speaks for the person who is being accused, and the prosecutor finds
evidence and witnesses against them.

Your turn! In your student notebooks, complete the page to show the parts of a fair trial and (if applicable)
answer the questions. Then, if you want, conduct your own mock trial as a family. Choose someone to be
the judge, choose a few witnesses on each side, and find someone to be the defense and the prosecution.
Afterward, compare the proceedings with the trial of Jesus. Do you think Jesus had a fair trial?
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• A NSWERS•
Fair Trial: (circle) judge, witnesses, lawyers
1. B
2. D
3. E
4. A
5. C
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Witnesses
Judge
Attorneys/lawyers
Jury
Accused/accuser

A fair trial must include a judge, sometimes a jury, witnesses, attorneys/lawyers, the accused and the accuser.
In what ways did Jesus not receive a fair trial?
1. They were not supposed to meet in the middle of the night.
2. They were not supposed to conduct trials on the Passover as it was a holy day.
3. They brought forth false witnesses.
Was Pilate a fair judge? Why or why not? No. Instead of doing what was right (setting Jesus free), he gave in to the
people’s demands just to keep them happy. He did not make sure Jesus had a fair trial, but he walked away and let the people
handle it as they pleased.
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the crucifixion

parent note

Take a few minutes to ask
your kids what they think
salvation means. If they do
not understand the full extent
of it, there is a bonus teaching
in the appendix titled: What
is Salvation? Choose a good
time and, if you want, use that
as a tool to help you explain
salvation and discuss it more.
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Father, thank you for sending your
Son to die for our sins. I pray that
you would reveal to us just a portion
of your great love for us, so that we
can have a deeper sense of who you
are and what our salvation means.
Help us to understand the gift of
our salvation more fully and to walk
in joy because we have a better
understanding of your rich grace and
mercy toward us.

After Jesus had been beaten and mocked by the Roman soldiers, it was time
for Him to receive His sentence. The journey to the place where He would be
crucified, Golgotha, was quite a distance. We know that Jesus was badly injured
and was probably weak and had a hard time walking. So the Bible tells us that
the soldiers found a man passing by called Simon of Cyrene, whom they forced
to carry Jesus's cross for Him. Just for a minute, let’s imagine what this might have
been like. Here is a man from a city in ancient Greece (in modern day Libya),
an outsider. He was not involved in all of this, the Bible says he had arrived in
Jerusalem on a journey from the country.
Perhaps he saw the crowds gathered and
stopped to ask what was going on, only to be
seized by the Romans and a heavy cross put
on his back. We do not know if Simon knew of
Jesus, we really don’t know anything about him.
Some of the Gospels mention that he was the father
of Alexander and Rufus. Rufus (and his mother) was
mentioned only one other time, in Romans 16:13. He was
named as a Christian who was chosen for what appears to
be a leadership role.leadership.
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Regardless of how much this man named
Simon knew about Jesus, no doubt this
experience of carrying Jesus's cross is one
Turn in your Bible to read the account of Jesus's death. You can
that marked his (and his entire family’s) life
read from one or all the Gospels. If you want to read just one,
forever. As the crowd mocked and
read from Luke 23:26–49. Discuss this as a family.
spit at Jesus, they would have also
What stands out to you the most?
mocked and spit at Simon. What
might have felt like a burden,
a hardship, a humiliation, was
actually an incredible honor. This
man, like it or not, was chosen to
accompany Jesus to His death.
Maybe as he walked he felt the
weight, not just of the cross, but of what was happening. Let’s read the story in our Bible!

Read it!

“Forgive them, they know not what they do.” Mercy.
“Today you will be with me in paradise.” Grace.
God’s mercy and grace are clearly seen even in Jesus's final moments on the cross. They nailed Him to the cross
and lifted the cross up, together with two criminals: one on His right and one on His left. Death by crucifixion was
grim, painful, and long. So people milled about or stayed to watch. Some mocked Him, others were Jesus's friends
or family who grieved for what was happening to Him. In pain, probably struggling to breathe, Jesus took the
time to listen to the criminal who asked Him to remember him in Jesus's kingdom, and He told the man he would
be with Him that very day. He asked His Father to forgive the people for what they were doing. He was filled with
compassion and love, even as He was laughed at and ridiculed.
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Jesus's Death

The Bible tells us that the sky went dark
for about three hours and the thick curtain that
hung in the temple, separating the people from
the Holy of Holies where God’s presence was, was
torn. This curtain was about 4 inches (10 cm) thick,
and about 60 feet (18 m) high. And here, as Jesus gave
up His spirit to the Father, the veil was torn. No longer would
God’s presence be limited to certain priests who had completed
rounds of cleansing and sacrifices to prepare to meet with God.
Instead, God’s presence would be for all the people because Jesus
became our advocate. Matthew 27 tells us at the same time that Jesus
died and the curtain was torn, there was a great earthquake and people
who had died were raised back to life, just like Lazarus! The people who
were watching were amazed, they knew that something significant had just
happened and many, in that moment, realized who Jesus was and what they
had done.
Jesus's death is terribly sad, but it is not the end. This is the day
we remember on Good Friday, but
Easter Sunday is coming! The perfect, sinless, Lamb of
God was the final sacrifice. Through His death, the old
way was gone. The veil was torn. Jesus is the way,
the truth, and the life. Because of His blood, we
are declared righteous! Through His sacrifice,
we are restored to a relationship with the
Father even though we make mistakes.
God’s great plan that started all the way
back in the Garden of Eden
was fulfilled through Jesus's
death and His story isn’t
over yet.
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Student
notebooks

It’s time to turn to our
student notebooks
and work on the
pages there.

the crucifixion

page 1
r e s u r r e c t i on
gar d e n

Today we are going to take a bit of a break from our normal Bible page and make a
resurrection garden as an Easter decoration to help us remember the story of Jesus.
You can do this however you would like, with whatever supplies you can find. The
picture on this page and the supplies and instructions are just here as inspiration to get
you started.

Take a look at the picture on your page and make a plan together of how you want to
make your garden. Take notes, draw pictures on your page, or brainstorm together
and then go and make it! You can work on one all together to put on your kitchen table, or you can each
make one to put in your room. Every time you look at it, take a few seconds to remember what Jesus did for
you and thank Him for the joy of your salvation!
Instructions: There aren’t really any rules for
this, you can make it look however you like and
include as much or as little detail as you want.
If you'd like it to look like the picture below, fill
the bowl with soil with a hill on one half of it and
bury your clay pot inside the soil about halfway.
Plant your grass or seeds on the hill to represent
the hill that Jesus died on. Make your crosses
by tying string or twine around the twigs and
sticking them in the soil on your hill. Finally, you
can place the river pebbles near the front of the
tomb, if you want.

YOU WILL NEED:
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
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6 small twigs
Soil
Grass or grass seed (If you want to
grow your own grass, I recommend
chia seeds or another fast growing
grass; you could buy some wheat
grass.)
A large, shallow bowl for your garden
A small, clay pot for your tomb
A large rock for your tombstone
String or twine
Optional: a small piece of folded cloth
for inside the tomb
Optional: river pebbles (you can find
these at a dollar store)

the crucifixion

Do you know what mercy is? What about grace? Often, we think of those as the same
thing, but they are actually different. Mercy is when you withhold a punishment or
mer c y v s .
consequence that is deserved. Grace is when you give something that is not earned
gra c e
or deserved. Through the story of Jesus, we see a picture of who God is and can
understand Him more. We see that God is merciful, He withheld judgement on the
people who condemned and rejected His Son. We also see a picture of God’s lavish
grace, sending His Son to give us the gift of salvation when we didn’t deserve it. Paying
the price of our sin even though we did (and continuously do) choose wrong. God
didn’t just pour out His grace once, He does it over and over again, every time we sin and come to Him for
forgiveness.

page 2

God’s grace isn’t just for when we are good, we cannot earn it. In fact, in Luke 23 we see that one of the
criminals on the cross next to Jesus asked Him to remember him in His kingdom and Jesus replied that that
very day He would be with Him. No one can judge whether someone is saved or not but God. Let’s read a
parable that Jesus told to help us remember that God’s grace isn’t fair, which is precisely the point. It isn’t
just, it isn’t deserved—it is extravagant.

"For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the morning to
hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent
them into his vineyard. 3 And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the
marketplace, 4 and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give
you.’ 5 So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same.
6
And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to them,
‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said
to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ 8 And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said
to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the
first.’ 9 And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. 10
Now when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them also
received a denarius. 11 And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, 12 saying,
‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the
burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing
you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you and go.
I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with
what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ 16 So
the last will be first, and the first last."
—MATTHEW 20:1–16
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This passage teaches us that even the ones who at the very last minute accept Jesus will be given the same
gift of salvation as those who followed Him their whole lives. It shows us that heaven works differently than
what we think is fair, and that salvation isn’t something that is earned through how much we work.
Let’s work on our student pages to answer the questions based on what we learned today!

• A NSWERS •
Mercy: not getting a punishment you deserve
Grace: getting something you didn’t earn or don’t deserve
Is salvation something you can earn? No
Can we judge someone else’s salvation by what we see in their lives? Why or why not? No. Only God sees
someone’s heart. Only God can judge.
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9

the resurrection

What incredible hope we have, not
just in the act of Jesus's death, but
because He is alive! May your hope
and wonder fill this place, God, as we
ponder your miraculous power and
the impossible things that were (and
are) made possible through you.

Do you remember how when Jesus died, there was a great earthquake and many people who had died were raised
back to life? Not only that, but Jesus had prophesied His death, and said that on the third day He would come
back to life. This one man had shaken the earth, not just in His life but in His death, and the Pharisees and religious
leaders knew there could still be trouble. They went before Pilate and asked him to set a guard over Jesus's tomb so
that they could be sure that the disciples wouldn’t take the body and claim that Jesus had risen. Even though Jesus
was dead, the effects of his death were still alive to the religious leaders of the day. His death had set an already
charged political climate on edge, and they were determined that people would just forget about Him. How wrong
they were.
Remember, Jesus died on Passover, He was the final sacrifice. After He died, a man named Joseph asked Pilate if he
could have Jesus's body. He buried Him in a new tomb and wrapped Him in linens. A large stone was rolled over the
front so that no one might take His body. The Bible tells us that the next day was Sabbath, a day where the people
rested from their work and they had to stay home. As soon as the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene and one or
possibly two women (perhaps Jesus's mother), went to the tomb to anoint Jesus with burial spices. But when they got
there, the heavy stone had been rolled away and they saw an angel (or Luke
tells us two angels)! When they went inside and saw that it was true,
they ran to tell the disciples. John 20 tells us that Peter
and John ran back to see for themselves if it was
true. When they go there, they found
the linens that had wrapped Jesus's
body empty, but even more
than that: the cloth that
had covered Jesus's
face was separate
from the linens and
neatly folded.
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I love the intricate detail that is portrayed in the Gospel accounts of Jesus's resurrection. Even after Jesus had clearly
spoken what would happen, that He would die and that He would rise again, the women were not expecting what
they had found. They went to the tomb wondering who might roll it away for them, only to find an angel waiting
for them and the tomb empty. Can you imagine what they were thinking and feeling? Could it really be? Dare they
hope? Let’s read it.

Read it!

Choose a resurrection account in one of the Gospels, they can
be found in Matthew 28, Mark 16, Luke 24, and John 20. Read
it together and discuss what it might have been like. (If you have
older students, feel free to read the account in all the Gospels,
and then compare them. How are they similar? How are they
different?)

The Roman soldiers had placed a massive stone in front and set guards to protect Jesus's body and yet, here He was,
gone, with the stone rolled away. What an incredible picture! The entire Roman army couldn’t have stopped Jesus.
The Pharisees and religious leaders couldn’t stop Jesus. Death couldn’t even stop Jesus! When Jesus was
alive, the disciples were amazed again and again by the miracles that He performed.
The wind listened to Him, the waves listened to Him, sickness bowed to
Him, demons cowered when He came near. Now death itself couldn’t
hold Him. Jesus is all-powerful, all-victorious, unstoppable,
and bigger than anything that might stand in His way. In
this world, we will have troubles. We will face darkness,
struggle, even death. And yet we serve an unstoppable
God who is bigger than anything we might face. What
a mighty God we serve!

Student
notebooks

It’s time to turn to our
student notebooks
and work on the
pages there.
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page 1
r e s u r r e c t i on
r ol l s

Today we will be making resurrection rolls, a special bun with special significance. Pull
out your baking supplies and wash your hands. These are going to be a delicious treat
that will help you remember that the tomb was empty because Jesus is alive!

resurrection rolls
ingredients:

Instructions:

1 10oz. package of refrigerated
crescent rolls

Preheat the oven to 400º F (200º C) and lightly grease a
baking sheet.
Open your crescent rolls and lay them out, open, on your
sheet.
Dip each marshmallow in the melted butter and roll it in the
mixture of cinnamon and sugar.
Place the marshmallow in the middle of the roll and pinch
all the sides together to make a bun.
Place the bun pinched side down, and repeat until all rolls
are finished.
Bake until brown, about 14 minutes.
Brush the tops with butter.

1/4 C. melted butter
8 large marshmallows
2 Tbsp. cinnamon
2 Tbsp. white sugar

After your buns have cooled, take some time to eat them together and discuss more about Jesus's
resurrection. What would it have been like?

• A NSWERS•
Marshmallow: the body of Jesus
Butter: oils used during burial
Cinnamon and sugar: spices used to prepare the body
Dough: the tomb where Jesus was laid, or the cloth wrapped around Jesus
Baked roll with empty center: the empty tomb; HE IS NOT HERE!
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r e s u r r e c t i on
power

If you have studied Jesus's life, you know that this wasn’t the first time we see His power
over death (Lazarus). Jesus is the author of life. John tells us He was there at the very
beginning, that He is the Word of God. When God said, “Let there be . . .” Jesus was
the Word and it was so. He is the author of life. He is the breath that God breathed into
Adam’s lungs. He makes dead things come to life. This doesn’t just mean that He can
conquer physical death, but also spiritual and emotional death.
Are you angry? Does your heart feel hard? Jesus can remove your heart of stone and
give you a heart of flesh (Ezekiel 36:26).

Are you disappointed or hurt? Were you hoping for something that didn’t come to pass? God can renew
your hope again.
Are you broken or sad? God can turn your mourning into dancing.
Are you weary? Jesus can give you rest.
Do you feel dry and thirsty for more of Him? Go to Him, He will give you rivers of living water.
Jesus can make old things new. He can fix things in us that feel broken or hurt. He can resurrect our hope,
our joy, our passion, our hunger, even our love and compassion. His resurrection power can bring life to our
hearts and souls, too!
Your turn:
Are there things in your life that feel dry, empty, kind of stagnant (like a pond or still puddle) or “dead”?
Did you know that a relationship with God shouldn’t be boring or dry? God is so powerful, so exciting, so
wonderful, so good, so unexpected that we can ask Him to reignite our fire, to give us a passion for Him, to
fill us like springs of living water that are moving and flowing out on everyone we see.
Take some time to pray and ask Jesus if there are things in your heart that He wants to resurrect, make new,
or fill. Write, dictate, or draw what you feel like He is showing you, then go somewhere quiet and take some
time to pray or journal and ask Him to do it.

pa

re

's
nt

c

n
or

er

Teacher’s Guide LESSON 9

• A NSWERS•
1. Read Lamentations
3:22 in your Bible.
What does this verse
tell you about how
many times God will
show you mercy and
renew you? God’s mercy
is never-ending and is new
every morning.
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Jesus, may this unit leave us
with more than just a deeper
understanding of what Easter is.
Instead, let us turn the page of this
book with fresh revelation of who you
are, your great love for us, and what
your death means for our lives today.
May we walk in relationship with you,
walking confidently forward into the
unknown because if God is for us,
who can be against us?

He is risen! But what does that mean? Why did Jesus show Himself to His disciples? Do we have eternal life because
of His death or His resurrection? Have you ever stopped to think about it? When Jesus died on the cross, the price
was paid, we were covered by His blood so that by believing in Him, we might have eternal life. But when Jesus
rose from the dead, He conquered death. That means He not only paid the price, He overcame it once and for all
(Ephesians 4:7–10). Jesus could have just risen to be with His Father in heaven, but for 40 days, the Bible tells us
that He showed up in different places to people. He even ate and drank with them, and told them to touch His scars
so that they would know He was flesh and blood, not just appearing to them as a vision. If He had never come and
shown Himself, it would have been easy for people to assume that His body had simply been stolen. Instead, by
appearing in different places to different people, the ones who had seen Him, touched Him, ate with Him, could not
help but proclaim the good news: He is risen!
The religious leaders were not happy, they thought they were finally
rid of Jesus. In fact, in Matthew 28, the guards who had been
at Jesus's tomb came to them and told them what had
happened. The chief priests bribed the guards with
a lot of money and told them to spread a story that
His disciples had taken Him. But, like all good stories,
accounts of Jesus appearing could not be stopped—they
spread like wildfire.
“Have you heard? Jesus, the one from Nazareth who
was crucified and said He would rise again, He’s
been seen!”
“I bet that is just a story, that’s impossible!”
“No, I heard that he showed up inside a locked room!
How could He have gotten inside?"
“Maybe they just thought they saw Him.”
Speculation, doubts, questions, everyone wanted to see Him for
themselves. Even His disciples doubted until they had seen Him, watched
Him eat with them, and felt His scars. Every fiber of their being shouted,
“IMPOSSIBLE.” And yet, flesh and bone, there He was.
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The next forty days . . .

Luke 24:13–35 tells the story of how Jesus appeared to two men who were walking on their way to a village called
Emmaus. He walked with them, talked with them, even went home with them to eat and still they didn’t recognize
Him. Only when Jesus opened their eyes did they recognize Him and then, in the blink of an eye, He vanished. What
had just happened? Stunned, they got up right away and went back to Jerusalem to find the disciples to tell them.
Imagine the excitement, the wonder. Their hearts pounding, joy so full it felt like it might burst through their chests,
longing from the ones who had not yet seen Him to catch a glimpse for themselves. It was really true! As Jesus
appeared to more people, slowly but surely, belief turned into faith, impossible turned into possible, and Jesus's
disciples and closest followers began to realize that the story wasn’t over yet.

What now?

Not only was Jesus alive, but He promised to send a helper. In fact, He told them that He must go so that His Father
could send the Holy Spirit to be their comforter, the one who would teach and guide and reveal the things of the
Father to them (John 14:16–17 and John 16:7). He told them to watch and wait for this gift. Like a proverbial “stay
tuned” the best was yet to come (Acts 1: 1–5)! After this, Jesus ascended into heaven so that He could do what
He had promised. The special day that the Holy Spirit came is called Pentecost and it is celebrated today
seven weeks after Easter Sunday. It marked the beginning of Christ’s Church, His bride, with the promise
that He was coming back.
God’s Holy Spirit is available for all believers, and is Jesus's gift to us. Just as the Spirit led Jesus
during His time here on earth, He can lead us in our lives. His still small voice can prompt us
to move or wait, can embolden, can strengthen us, can reveal things to us and teach
us, and can convict us when we need to repent of sin in our lives. The Bible teaches
us to walk in step with the Spirit and to follow Him.
So, what now? Because of the events of Jesus's life, death, and resurrection, you
have new life. You are dead to sin and alive in Christ. You no longer need a
priest to go into the holy place in the temple to meet with God, you have
direct access to the throne through Jesus Christ, who is your High Priest,
your advocate. He gave us His Holy Spirit so that we could know the
will of the Father the same way He followed the Spirit. We have hope
and joy because we know the story of the gospel—that we are saved
through Jesus Christ. We are called to speak this good news and
to share the love of God with others that we meet, but perhaps
most importantly, many years ago in a perfect garden, we
were created for relationship with God our Father. And
He is calling you into a personal, intimate relationship
with Him that goes so much deeper than just what
He did, but is based on why He did it.

“Greater love has no one than this,
that someone lay down his life for his friends.”
JOHN 15:13
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He did it for you, He did it for me, and He calls us friend.
Oh what love!

Student
notebooks

It’s time to turn to our
student notebooks
and work on the
pages there.
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We’ve talked a lot in this unit about having a relationship with God. We’ve also
learned how to pray. Just like in a relationship with a friend or someone in your family,
t h e h e ar t of communication is important. If you never talk to a friend, you won’t have much of a
r ela t io n s h i p relationship with them, will you? When you talk, you connect with them. When you
listen, you understand them more. When you choose to intentionally seek them out and
spend time with them, your friendship can grow from maybe someone you barely know
(where things can be a bit awkward) to a best friend who knows your heart and you
know theirs.

page 1

This is the kind of relationship God desires to have with you, and it is just as simple to grow as a new
neighbor who moves down the street. On your page, there is a list of the main ways you can grow in your
relationship with God. Read this page together, and then choose one thing to work on this week and
complete your page.

• A NSWERS •
you are
Talk with God, share how
.
1. What do you think it means to approach God boldly? We
feeling, spend time praying
t
iri
Sp
is Holy
can approach God with the confidence that comes from knowing Jesus.
2. Listen to God, what
He has already overcome the world and His power lives in us. We don’t
saying to you?
t
have to be afraid to talk to God. He wants to hear from us.
rn more abou
3. Set aside time to lea
2. In Lesson 8, you learned that the curtain that separated
God by reading your Bible.
the Holy of Holies was torn in half after Jesus breathed his
your life to
4. Surrender things in
last breath. What does the curtain signify in the relationship
can
God. Choose one way you
between God and His people? The curtain signified the
separation between God and the people. Because of the people’s sins,
serve God more than serving
they needed an advocate, or someone to speak to God for them.
yourself.
ns
tio
ac
str
di
or
3. What does it mean to you that the curtain is no longer
5. Walk away from sin
sh
pu
to
u
needed? When Jesus died, he formed the bridge between us and
that might be causing yo
God. We could approach God directly because we have been made
God away or avoid Him.
holy through Jesus Christ.
t when you feel
6. Obey the Holy Spiri
k, or
led to do something, to spea
to pray and listen.

1.

Parent’s Corner
Father, what is one area in my
relationship with you that you want me
to grow in?
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page 2
do u b t v s .
fa i t h

When many of the disciples saw Jesus, many of them doubted—they did not believe.
Have you ever doubted that God could (or maybe that He would) do something?
Did you know that God actually commands us to have faith? Faith is the opposite of
doubt. In fact, faith isn’t just believing, it is believing SO strongly that you change
your behavior as if it will happen. Kind of like when you sit down on a chair without
inspecting it. You are so sure the chair will hold you that you don’t just tell people you
believe it will, you sit on it, trusting that it won’t collapse! Let’s work on our student
page to learn more about these words and show what we learned.

Pre-Reader: Cut out the words in the appendix and see if you can glue them just above the definition so you
can lift the flap to see what your words mean!
Early Reader: Can you match the word to the definitions? Name one example of faith that you can think of.
Early Elementary: Use the word bank to write the words on the line next to their definitions. Name one
example of faith that you can think of. Why do you think faith is important?
Upper Elementary: Using what you learned, see if you can define faith and doubt in your own words. Then
answer the question.
Middle School: Define faith and doubt in your own words, then do the word study to learn more about
them.
High School: Define faith and doubt in your own words, then complete the word study and answer the
questions.
D ou b t : not believing something or being unsure
F a i t h : belief with expectation!

Parent’s Corner
Jesus, is there something that I am
not believing you for? Do I doubt
your goodness, or that you are
always with me? Do I doubt your
faithfulness or your love for me?
Reveal to me areas in my life that I
have been doubting and forgive me
for them. Fill me with more faith in
everything that I do.
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optional seder

to the parent

You can go all in on this and prepare a full Passover meal, or you can just do the Seder, which isn’t necessarily a meal but
rather an assortment of food with symbolic meaning. Fair warning, your kids will be hungry, so if you choose to just do the
Seder, then you should eat dinner first. If you want to make a meal of it, there are lots of meal ideas online. Most people cook
lamb for dinner as they need the bone for it anyway, so it isn’t any extra work (if your kids won’t eat lamb, you can do any bone
for this, the concept is the bone, ideally pot roast or something). Matzo ball soup is another popular one or vegan risotto with
asparagus and quinoa. There are many options to look into, so have some fun planning this in advance. Traditionally, the
Seder involves red wine, however I have adapted it here tp grape juice. I also highly recommend doing this with others if you
can. Another homeschool family or just good friends can make it even more meaningful, and allows you to share this special
experience with someone else.

The morning of your seder

Do you remember how Jesus and His disciples celebrated Passover? Seder
(say-der) is a special Jewish meal that was (and is still) prepared to help
remember the first Passover and today we are going to take some time
and try a simplified version for ourselves! We’ll have to work together,
it takes preparation and work, but tonight we will all contribute to the
story of the first Passover to help us remember both what happened but
also what Jesus did for us on the cross! Before we begin, it is important
to remember that while this is a tradition, and just like any tradition, if it
is done just for the sake of doing it, it becomes nothing more than empty
religion. So today as we try something maybe new together, let’s think
about what it means and worship God by taking time to thank Him for
what He has done. Just remember, the Israelites’ freedom from Egypt is what
prompted the first Passover, but the final Passover we remember is the one where
Jesus paid the price.
Each of your student notebooks has a script you can pull out and fold up to make a little book to read during
the meal. Let’s start with pulling those out and putting them in a special place so we’ll have them for our meal (I
recommend a basket on your table or somewhere in your living room). Let’s go over our checklist.
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Lamb shank
• Olive Oil
(a lamb bone, you
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lth food store,
also substitute this
with a beef looks like
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Apple cider vinega
• Walnuts (or
r
pecans)
(omit if you are no
• Honey
t
making your own
• Parsley
horseradish)
• Flour
•

Teacher’s Guide LESSON 11

69

optional seder

Matzah

Preparation time: 30 minutes
Recipe makes: 8
Before you begin: Preheat the oven to 450ºF and move your oven rack to
the top. Place a heavy pizza pan or stone pan or any pan if you don’t have
one onto the rack to pre-heat.
Ingredients:
1 cup flour			
1/3 cup water			

1 tsp. Olive oil
1/2 tsp. Kosher salt

Instructions:
Pour your flour into a mixing bowl and add your water a little bit at a time. Knead on a floured surface for
about 1-2 minutes until it forms a ball. Divide your ball into 8 equal pieces. On a floured surface with a
floured rolling pin, roll out each ball into a rectangle about 8” long. It will take some time and commitment
to do this as it will bounce back. Let it rest and try again. When it is nice and thin, use a fork to pierce it at
least 20 times on each side, going all the way through so it won’t rise or puff up in the oven. Then lay your
matzah on the hot pan and cook for about 2-3 minutes on each side. Remove onto a wire rack to cool and
brush each side with olive oil and sprinkle with salt.

Did You Know?

For matzah to be considered fit for Passover,
a cook has exactly 18 minutes to cook it from
when they start mixing to when they finish?

How many do you need? You will need 3 matzah for your
seder plate and each person will need about half (though I
recommend making one per person). Calculate how many
you will need and adjust your recipe accordingly.

Maror (Bitter Herbs)
Preparation time: 10 minutes

Ingredients:
4” of horseradish root (or ½ cup once shredded)
1 Tbsp. apple cider vinegar
Instructions:
Peel about 4” of your horseradish root. Use a cheese grater (the fine side)
or a food processor to finely chop or shred your horseradish into a small
bowl. Mix with your apple cider vinegar and store covered in your fridge
until you are ready to serve.
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Charoset

Preparation time: 1 hour and 20 minutes
Ingredients:
4 apples (sweet ones such as red delicious or golden delicious work the best)
¼ cup of honey
¼ cup of red grape juice
2 cups of chopped walnuts or pecans
1 ½ Tbsp. of cinnamon
Instructions:
Finely chop your apples and (if needed) nuts, leaving the apple skins on. Stir
together with your honey, cinnamon, and grape juice, and store covered in the refrigerator for at least an
hour before your meal.

other preparation notes:

Lamb Shank (Zroah)
If you want to truly do the lamb bone the way the Jewish tradition
dictates, it cannot be boiled but is supposed to be roasted over a fire.
As previously mentioned, you can substitute this and there are so
many options that I am not going to give a formal recipe but leave
you to find out more based on what you choose to do.
Parsley
Chop up your parsley (not too fine) and have it on your Passover plate.
You can substitute this with another vegetable as well. You will be dipping
this in salt water and eating it so if parsley isn’t your thing, try celery or boiled
potatoes instead! (This will be on your plate and each person will need some.)
Salt water
Use a small bowl and mix in salt with it. It doesn’t have to be too crazy, you’re going for the taste of a salty
sea. Each person will also need a small bowl of salt water at their place setting.
Boiled or roasted egg (Beitzah)
This is not to eat, but rather as a symbol or reminder. To prepare, simply boil your egg for about 7-8
minutes and then place in cold water to cool. Once it has been cooled, the tradition is to roast it over a fire
to char it. However, it is really important to do this with boiled eggs only, raw eggs will explode! If you don’t
have a way to char this or the bone, you can make a simple boiled egg as well.
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What now?

Set out your plate something like the picture below. You should have 6 items on the plate and 3 matzah on the side.
Every member of the family will need either one large glass of grape juice they sip from or enough juice to pour 4
small cups per person and one piece of matzah. Each person will also need to have some parsley or celery with a
bowl of salt water unless you want to pass the little amount from the plate around the table and all share. You will
need a few candles that will be lit as part of the ceremony and find some worship music to play or sing along with.
Grab your scripts (there is one in the appendix of each book as well as the Teacher’s Guide) and you are ready for
your seder!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Matzah is unleavened bread or bread with no yeast, it helps us remember what the Israelites brought with them
when they left Egypt.
Bitter herbs remind us of their time as slaves.
Saltwater reminds us of the tears of the slaves.
Charoset (this is a mixture of apples, cinnamon, nuts, and wine) reminds us of the mortar they used to make
bricks.
Lamb bone represents the sacrifice of the lamb so that they could cover their doorposts with the blood.
Parsley (or lettuce, or some spring vegetable) represents new life.
Boiled Egg represents life after Egypt.
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Nicene
creed
This creed it still used today in church services all over the world.
We believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
begotten from the Father before all ages,
God from God,
Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made;
of the same essence as the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and was made human.
He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered and was buried.
The third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures.
He ascended to heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again with glory
to judge the living and the dead.
His kingdom will never end.
And we believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life.
He proceeds from the Father and the Son,
and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.
He spoke through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We affirm one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look forward to the resurrection of the dead,
and to life in the world to come. Amen.
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Seder

What you are supposed to read at Seder is called the Haggadah. It is very specific, with
specific wording. As I prayed about including the Seder and what I felt like God wanted
me to do, I decided to rewrite it for a number of reasons.
1. The Jewish Seder that is still celebrated to this day does not finish the story
with Jesus being the final Passover lamb.
2. The Haggadah is lengthy and hard to read and understand for young
children. I wanted to honor the remembrance of the exodus, as well as what it
means for us today, in a way that was relatable and in today’s language.
3. I can’t copy and paste, so this forced me to do some sort of rewrite anyway ;)
4. I do not want our children to confuse tradition with religion. The heart of the
Seder is to remember and to all participate in that remembrance. So I wanted to
do it in a fresh way that is a warm tradition without having to stay bound to a
rote script or specific wording.
Please note, the script has a place for both the father and the mother to engage, if you
are doing this on your own, you can have anyone say the part of the father or you can
do it as well. Finally, scripted prayers can sometimes feel flat, if you find that, go ahead
and change it up. Just as I didn’t stick to the script, you don’t have to either! Invite Holy
Spirit to your Seder and let Him take the lead!
You can expand on the Seder ceremony by having a small token of remembrance in a
special box on your table. You could use a toy frog to remember the plague of the frogs.
A toothbrush dipped in beet juice or ketchup to remember the water turning to blood.
Having a visual reminder, especially for younger kids, can help bring meaning to the
story and keep them engaged. (If you have older kids, get them to do this! They will
have to read the story and engage in a new way, helping them remember them forever!)
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(Drink the final cup together.)

Father: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make
his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; the
Lord lift up his countenance[a] upon you and give you
peace.—Numbers 6:24–26

All: We praise you, because you are good.
We worship you, because you are worthy.
We remember, because you are faithful.

1

(Drink your first glass of grape juice OR have a sip of
grape juice if you are using only one cup instead of four.)

All: Thank you, God, for providing fruit and
water for us to drink.

Father: God, thank you that we can read and
remember what you have done in the past.
May these stories build our faith and fill us with
anticipation for how you are moving in our midst
even now.

All: Amen

Mother: (lights the candles)
Father, you are faithful. Thank you for your provision. Thank
you that you are the God who saves. You are a God
of freedom from bondage—our deliverer.
You are the miracle-working God who parted the
Red Sea and moved like a pillar of fire.
You are the light of the world; our hope and our
salvation.
Fill our home with your presence. Fill us with
wonder and awe as we behold your goodness,
not only in what you have done but in what you
are doing even now.

THE BLESSING

Seder Script

Father: Many years ago, you told man that he would have to
work the soil to produce food. You said that it would be hard
work. Thank you that you provide sun and rain for food to grow.
All: Thank you, God, for providing food for us to eat.
(Dip your herb or celery in salt water and eat it together.)
(Father picks up the middle matzah and breaks it unequally in half
[one side bigger than the other], puts the smaller one back, and sets
the larger one aside.)
Father: This represents the bread of affliction that the Israelites
ate in Egypt while they were slaves. May we provide for others
as you have provided for us.

2

CLOSING
(Pour the final cup of grape juice.)

Mother: We bless each of our children with your favor, God.
May you breathe on them and fill them with your Holy Spirit.
Draw them closer to your heart and may they walk with you
all the days of their lives.

Father: We bless our home with the presence of God. May
your presence be welcome here. May we experience your
peace that surpasses all understanding and walk in your
love. May all who enter here feel your presence and be drawn
closer to you.

Children: We bless our parents to stand firm in what you
have called them to. We bless their marriage and their union.
Help them to hear your voice and follow you in all that they
do.

11

10

(Everyone drinks their cup of grape juice.)

All: Because of Jesus’s blood, I am declared righteous.

Jesus, thank you that we have a new covenant. Thank
you that your blood covers us. Thank you that on our
own, we fall short, but through your blood, we are
declared righteous. Help us to clothe ourselves in your
righteousness and to remember the power of your blood.

had eaten, saying, ‘This cup that is poured out for you is
the new covenant in my blood.’”

3

All: What is the meaning of the bone?

Read: Exodus 12

Father: The Israelites came to live in the land of
Egypt when they were few, but God blessed them
and their numbers grew until they were many!
The Egyptians were afraid that the Israelites
would overtake them, so they enslaved them and
mistreated them. The Israelites cried out to God
to save them—and He did. God stretched out His
mighty arm and delivered the Israelites from their
bondage, just as He delivers us from our bondage
to sin through Jesus! Let’s read the story!

Youngest child: Why is this night different from
other nights?
Why do we eat matzah?
Why do we eat the bitter herbs?
Why do we dip the herbs?

(If you are doing separate cups of juice, a new cup of
juice should be poured for this second part.)

THE MEANING

Father: (Lifts the bone)
The bone represents the lamb that was eaten before
the Israelites left Egypt and the blood that covered their
doorways. Because of the blood of the lamb, death
passed over the Israelites in the final plague, just as
death passes over us who believe and follow Jesus, the
Lamb of God.
All: What is the meaning of the matzah?
Father: (Lifts the matzah)
The matzah represents the unleavened (not risen) bread
that the Israelites ate and packed because they did not
have time to let it rise.
All: What is the meaning of the maror (bitter herbs)?
Father: (Lifts the bitter herbs)
The bitter herbs represent the bitter taste of slavery that
the Israelites were in.

4

THE CUP OF BLESSING

(Pour one more cup of grape juice if you are doing that, and
the father breaks the last full piece of matzah and distributes it
around the table;, one piece for each person.)

Father: Luke 22:19 says, “And he took bread, and when
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them,
saying, ‘This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.’”

Jesus, we remember that you paid the price for our sins,
that your body was broken so that death might pass over
us. Thank you for what you did for us on the cross.

All: Thank you, Jesus, for dying for our sins.

(Everyone eats the piece of matzah they were passed.)

Father: Luke 22:20 says, “And likewise the cup after they

9

8

All: You are a God who hears and a God who saves.
(Everyone breaks their matzah in front of them into two and
places the bitter herbs [maror or what you found] in between
and eats it.)

Father: (Picks up the bitter herbs.) As we eat the bitter herbs
and the bread, we remember the affliction of the Israelites
and that God is a God who hears His people and a God
who saves.

(Everyone eats their piece of matzah.)

5

Mother: The Lord is high above all nations,
and his glory above the heavens!

All: From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised!

Mother: Blessed be the name of the Lord
from this time forth and forevermore!

All: Praise the name of the Lord!

Mother: Praise the Lord!
Praise, O servants of the Lord

(Everyone stands up.)

Mother: We remember how God delivered the Israelites
from slavery to remember that He also saved us from our
bondage to sin. Because of Jesus, we are dead to sin, but
alive in Him. Let’s recite Psalm 113 together!

(Sing a worship song together.)

THANKSGIVING

6

All: Who is like the Lord our God,
who is seated on high,
Mother: who looks far down
on the heavens and the earth?
All: He raises the poor from the dust
and lifts the needy from the ash heap,
Mother: to make them sit with princes,
with the princes of his people.
He gives the barren woman a home,
making her the joyous mother of children.
All: Praise the Lord!
(Everyone sits back down.)

7

THE SOLEMN BLESSING
(Father lifts his cup of grape juice.)

Father: Thank you, God, that you have called us and
adopted us into your family. You are worthy of all honor
and praise. May your people be a people who worship in
spirit and in truth. Bind us together in unity and love and
help us to share that with everyone that we see.

All: Thank you, God, for providing all we need.

(Everyone drinks their second cup of grape juice, or a sip of
their grape juice if you didn’t pour multiple glasses.)

Father: (Picks up a full matzah to bless it.) Thank you, God,
for providing food for us to eat.

(Father breaks the matzah and passes a piece to each person
at the table.)

All: God, we remember how the Israelites had to flee
quickly as we eat this unrisen bread. Help us to hear you
and follow you in all that we do.

what
is
salvation?
I am including this page for anyone who might not be a Christian. This is a further explanation of the message of salvation and
how we receive it. Even if you have grown up in church your whole lives, I recommend going over this page with your kids or
asking them how they could share the good news with someone else!
Salvation is a big word that means "to be saved by God." We are saved from our sins, saved from hell, and given
eternal life with Jesus when we accept Him as our Lord and Savior. But have you ever thought about what that actually
means? How do you know you are saved? How do you “accept Jesus”? Some people have grown up with the term,
“Ask Jesus into your heart.” When you stop to think about what it actually means, it can be a bit confusing.
Here is the simple answer: we can live our life for ourselves, doing what we want because we feel like it or it feels good
or it sounds good. Or we can live our lives for Jesus, submitting to His plan for us, having a relationship with Him,
including Him in our life, and surrendering our hearts and will (what we want) to serve Him with everything we do.
When we “give our life to Jesus” or “ask Him into our heart,” we really are just making a decision to follow Him, to live
like Him, to become more like Him, and to be His follower and friend.
The Bible teaches us that if we confess with our mouths that Jesus is Lord (that means our master) and believe in your
heart that God raised Him from the dead, that we will be saved (Romans 10:9). Have you ever done that? Have you
ever made Jesus the Lord and master of your heart and life? Have you decided in your heart that what the Bible tells
us about Jesus's death and resurrection is true? Do you love Jesus and want to learn more about Him and be more like
Him? If you answered yes to those questions, then you are saved! You don’t have to do it over and over and over again,
you don’t have to be afraid that you might have said it wrong. You can trust that, like the criminal on the cross, you will
be with Him in paradise! Instead of fearing, choose to have a relationship with Jesus by praying, listening, and reading
your Bible. The more Jesus becomes your friend, the more you learn to hear God’s voice. The more confident you will
be of your relationship with Him, and the more He will change you to become more like Him.
If you aren’t sure, or don’t fully understand, you also don’t have to be afraid. You can ask God to help you understand,
you can ask questions of adults in your life you trust or people who have a relationship with God. God is not afraid of
our questions. He tells us to seek and we will find, to ask and it will be given.
God loves it when we search Him out! And if you take the time to search Him,
He promises that you will find Him (Matthew 7:7)!
Got Questions?
For me, this is what Gather ‘Round
Salvation is a free gift. It doesn’t cost us anything; it is simply a choice in our
is all about, sharing God’s great
hearts to accept Jesus and the gift He is giving. He doesn’t just give it to good love. If you have questions about
people, or certain people, but offers it to any who would take Him.
salvation or what it means to walk
And He says He desires that everyone would repent of following their own
in a relationship with God, I invite
way and come to Him (2 Peter 3:9).
you to email me at support@
gatherroundhomeschool.com with
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever
Faith Questions in the subject line. If
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. - John 3:16
you are looking for a good resource
to help your children understand
THIS, my friend, is what Easter is all about.
some basic theology, what it
means to be a Christian, and how
Love,
to walk in relationship with God,
check out my kids devotional, More
Than Words.
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